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Dear Friend,

Shu-Ju Wang’s 2023 installation, Postcards from Tanner Creek, including Sara Siestreem’s
woven art, introduced me to the symbolism of the 'red thread'—the unbreakable cord that ties
us to our destiny and to one another.

| see that thread woven through every gallery and conversation at the Museum. Its impact is
visible in the hands of the PoChiMu Sewing Circle restoring our beloved dragon, in the energy
of 3,500 community members gathering for Lunar New Year, and in exhibitions like What’s
Worth the Fight and Inner Village, where history, identity, and creative expression meet.

These pages reflect a year of that work—of stories carried forward not only through exhibitions,
but through people: volunteers, artists, students, and neighbors who continue to shape what
this museum is becoming.

As we approach the 10th anniversary of Beyond the Gate, we are reminded that this museum
itself began as an act of collective storytelling, one that gave voice to histories too often
overlooked and created a permanent home for them in Portland. What we celebrate next year
is not just a milestone, but a continuation: a living, evolving thread that connects past to
present, and invites each of us into what comes next.

Working together to resist

erasure and steward this living
history has been the honor of a

lifetime. Thank you for being

part of the community that Anna Truxes
carries it forward. Executive Director




2025 BY THE NUMBERS

Government
29.9%

Membership & Admission
5.3%

Foundation
17.6%

Admin & Operations
30%

Expenses

Revenue

Individuals
31.7%

Corporate

8.8%

Programming
70%

Every number here
represents a real
encounter: students
discovering their city’s
hidden past, a family
watching a dragon
wind through
downtown, a
volunteer spending
hours bringing a
community’s symbol
back to life.

Thank you for being a
part of this.

School, Senior, &
Group Tours

Volunteers

Donors &
Members

Museum
Visitors

Lunar
New Year
Attendees



THREAD BY THREAD
The PoChiMu Sewing Circle

Cultural preservation doesn’t just happen in archives and exhibitions.

Sometimes it happens needle in hand, around a table, among neighbors.

Last year, our volunteers gathered in the spirit of a traditional sewing circle
to help restore our 150-foot-long, 37 years-old parade dragon, PoChiMu.
With care and patience, they worked section by section to attach 10,000

shimmering sequins to its fabric body. Paired with artist Nick Lee’s "We treasure these communal experiences

in which we are creating and restoring
breathtaking display snaking through the streets of Old Town. artifacts hiStO culture and Community
) ) °
How wonderfu?.,"

remodel of PoChiMu’s papier-maché head and tail, the result was a

- Charissa Yang, PCM Volunteer

This kind of work is at the heart of everything Portland Chinatown Museum
does. Together, we honor and preserve the stories of our past - and

collectively weave those of our future.




LUNAR NEW YEAR

The 2025 Lunar New Year Dragon Dance Parade and Celebration
was our largest yet. The event expanded across two full
weekends and rang in the Year of the Snake with a staggering
3,500 attendees. Lion dancers, drummers, and performers filled

Old Town as the newly-restored PoChiMu led the procession
through Chinatown Gate, down Third Avenue, and to a joyous
conclusion at the Oregon Historical Society. Attendees even
received a surprise performance from The Slants, who received
their own exhibition in the museum that year.
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“[The museum]
wanted to do

an exhibit for
us, to honor us,
and we reall
preciate that.
IS was our
way of givin
back a [ittle bit.”

- The Slants’
Joe X. Jiang

il




WHAT’S WORTH THE FIGHT: THE HISTORY OF THE SLANTS EXHIBITION HIGHLIGHTS

One of the earliest all-Asian-American

dance-rock bands, The Slants are best  “What an incredible journey! | loved learning
known for their '80s-driven synth-pop about the history of Chinese Portlanders.
l"

(affectionately dubbed "Chinatown Dance Thank you - 2025 Visitor
Rock" by fans) and their landmark

Su?reme Court cajuse over the rights to XRCHIVE: (H|)S'|'0R|Es AND VISIONS
their name. What'’s Worth the Fight, OF BLOCK 14 AT LONE FIR CEMETERY

PCM’s first-ever music history exhibition,

explored the band's Portland Chinatown This augmented reality storytelling project continued to

roots and their legacy of continued take visitors to Lone Fir Cemetery’s Block 14 where

activism and creative resilience. members of Portland’s earliest Chinese community are
buried, animating their stories using emerging

technology. Created in collaboration with artists,
technologists, and community members, XRchive is .
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E themed by four seasons and ancestral festivals,
IE turning a site of loss into a living dialogue between
(= past and future.
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‘.“J-' E Limei Lai grew up in an embroidery community in Southeastern China
5 =  before making Portland her home. Last year, she filled our front
; g gallery with a mixed-media installation combining interactive visual
E E art, writing, and more. Drawing on interviews with Asian immigrant
= ¢» \omen, Inner Village was a powerful examination of women's life
=<

experiences, intergenerational communications, and cultural conflicts.



LOOKING FORWARD:
A DECADE OF BEYOND THE GATE

In 2016, an exhibition at the Oregon Historical Society soared past

attendance records for any three-month period in the institution’s
history. Beyond the Gate: A Tale of Portland’s Historic Chinatowns
was born from stories never fully heard. A decade later, the museum
it inspired remains a thriving cultural anchor for our community.

Community members contributed
artifacts, oral histories, animated
film, and dramatic vignettes to
create Beyond the Gate.
Together, they gave a voice to
Oregon’s early Chinese
immigrants who built America’s
second largest Chinatown despite
six decades of Chinese Exclusion.

When Beyond the Gate closed at
OHS, a dream took shape: a
permanent museum in the heart of
Old Town, built by the community
whose stories it tells.

Portland Chinatown Museum
opened its doors and gave
Beyond the Gate a home, making
it a permanent touchstone of
Oregon’s first museum dedicated
to Chinese American history, art,
and culture.

In this next decade and beyond,
every visitor who walks through
our door is a thread in the fabric of
what this museum, and our
neighborhood, becomes.

2014

Portland Chinatown
History Foundation
(PCHEF) established
as a nonprofi.

2016

Beyond the Gate
opens at OHS,
breaking aftendance
records. OHS donates
the exhibition to
PCHF.

2017

PCHF secures the
Kida Building on NW
Third Ave.

2018

Soft opening with
Dean Wong's
inaugural exhibition
Made in Chinatown,
USA, followed by the
grand opening of the
permanent Beyond
the Gate exhibition.

2019-26

PCM expands to offer
artist residencies, K-
12 educational
resources and tours,
virtual programs and
digital collections
access, Lunar New
Year celebrations, a
Summer Educator
Fellowship, and more.



THE NATHAN MATTHIEU TONG MEMORIAL EDUCATION FUND

The Nathan Mattiheu Tong Memorial Education Fund was established at
the Portland Chinatown Museum to honor the life of Nathan Matthieu Tong.

A scholar at UCLA in Asian American Studies, Nathan was deeply
committed to his heritage and the pursuit of social justice. This fund
ensures his legacy continues by supporting the museum’s educational
outreach and the stewardship of stories that define the Chinese American
experience.

Nathan is remembered for his kind heart and his dedication to his family,
including his daughter, Jade, and his parents, Susan and Dennis Tong. By
supporting cultural preservation and equity-focused programming, the fund
ensures Nathan’s passion for history and compassion for others remain a
living part of the museum’s future.

Mehira Lozano is the recipient of the first Nathan Matthieu Tong Memorial
Education Fund Award granted in 2025. Mehira designed PoChiMu’s
Activity Guide for middle school students, which orients our younger guests
to the Beyond the Gate exhibition, and also serve as a keepsake to
remember what they experienced and learned at PCM.

The guide is part of the museum’s efforts to create greater access to
Portland Chinatown history for visitors of all ages.




OUR TEAM

Harris Matarazzo, President

Sarah Leong Chung, Vice President
Tracy Quan, Secretary

Dave Dahl

Norm Gholston

Board

Marcus Lee
Rebecca Liu

PCM'’s Founding Board

Franklin Q L ) . . .
F::: ,v:nws:; Interested in joining the board? Email Senior AdVlSOI’y Council
Kittie Kong us at infO@portlandchinatown.org Bertha Saiget, Founding Board Member

Sta

Anna Truxes
Executive Director

Kapiolani Lee

Online Programming &
Community Engagement
Manager

Gloria Wong, Founding Board Member
Norm Locke, Founding Board Member
. Terry Chung, Founding Board Member
Advisors
Art Advisors: Horatio Law, Carey Wong, Roberta Wong
Financial Advisors: Marc Berg

Tech Advisors: John Wong, Joe Leong

Museum Photographer: Jeff Lee
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e & GET INVOLVED

VISIT US

in the heart of the New Chinatown/Japantown Historic District
at 127 NW Third Ave, open every Thursday through Sunday
from 11 AM to 3 PM.

DONATE, VOLUNTEER, or BECOME A MEMBER
and join your neighbors in creating space for thousands of
community members and artists to gather, learn, and dream

with us each year.

503.224.0008 | info@portlandchinatown.org | portlandchinatownmuseum.org | 127 NW Third Ave, Portland OR 97209


https://www.portlandchinatownmuseum.org/visit/
https://www.portlandchinatownmuseum.org/donate/
https://www.portlandchinatownmuseum.org/volunteer/
https://www.portlandchinatownmuseum.org/memberships/
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