
 

Honoring Portland Chinatown’s Past, Celebrating its Present, and Helping to Create its Future  

Winter 2023 Newsletter  

Letter from Executive Director Anna Truxes  

Seasons greetings from the Portland Chinatown Museum!  
As the winter chill settles in, we are thrilled to usher in the Lunar New Year  
with vibrant celebrations and cultural immersion. Get ready to dive into the  
heart of our upcoming events that promise to paint Old Town Chinatown  
and Portland in hues of tradition, artistry, and community spirit.  

Unveiling the Artistry: Lion & Dragon Dance Academy   
Step into a world of mesmerizing traditions and performance artistry with  
our much-anticipated Lion and Dragon Dance Academy workshops for  

ages 13 and up. The workshops will introduce participants to the centuries-old traditions and performance 
basics of lion and dragon dancing and an up-close encounter with the splendidly adorned lions and  
dragons that never fail to enthrall and delight.   

A Decade of Excellence: Our 10th Anniversary Fundraiser Party  
SAVE THE DATE: Join us on February 3, 2024, for a memorable evening commemorating a decade of  
cultural excellence and the founding of our esteemed museum! Our inaugural fundraiser party will feature 
celebration, appreciation, and a shared vision for the future. Expect surprises, an artist-led museum tour, 
sneak peeks of our parade performances, special tributes, and an ambiance resonating with the warmth  
of cultural pride and camaraderie.   

Embracing Tradition: Lunar New Year Dragon Dance Parade  
The Lunar New Year Dragon Dance Parade and Celebration has always been a community favorite, 
drawing hundreds of participants and dedicated volunteers whose enthusiasm and joy make this annual 
event possible. In honor of our 8th parade, we have planned a grand celebration unlike any other. Join us 
on February 17, 2024, as we welcome the Year of the Dragon with our 150-foot dragon PoChiMu and his 
dragon friends, riveting performances from our local lion dance teams and the Trailblazers Rip City Crew. 
We can't wait to see you there!  

 
SAVE THE DATES  

PCM Lion and Dragon Dance Academy  

The Portland Chinatown Museum is proud to launch our 2024 Lion and Dragon Dance Academy workshop 

 



 

series in partnership with the International Lion Dance Team, Portland Lee's Association Dragon and Lion 
Dance Team, and White Lotus Dragon and Lion Dance Team.   

The 90-minute workshops will introduce participants ages 13 and up to the rich cultural heritage of lion 
and dragon dancing, performance basics, and an opportunity for an up-close and personal look at the 
magnificently colored dragons and lions that bring our Lunar New Year festivities to life each year.   

Workshops are from 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at the Portland Chinatown Museum. Tickets are $5.00 per 
person, and space is limited to 35-40 attendees per workshop. Click on the links below to reserve your 
spot!  

January 14, 2024 | White Lotus Dragon and Lion Dance  

Established in 2015, White Lotus is dedicated to being the iconic  
team that brings the art of dragon and lion dance in its purest  
form. We offer our best performances through the culmination of  
great teamwork, determination, and creativity.   

Click HERE to register for this workshop.   

January 21, 2024 | International Lion Dance  

International Lion Dance (ILD) focuses on Southern-style Lion  
Dance, and was founded in 2008 by Mike Choi, who currently  
serves as Director. Born in Hong Kong, Mike was raised in  
Portland and began learning the lion dance when he was eight.  
Mike trained with several Masters/Sifus and local teams before  
starting his own.   

The team has been part of Portland's Lunar New Year Dragon  
Dance Parade and Celebration since it's reactivation in  
2016, performed at the Lan Su Chinese Garden and Xiao Pengyu  
Chinese Heritage Camp, and many festivals and weddings  
throughout the year and across the region.   

Click HERE to register for this workshop.  

 
January 28, 2024 | Portland Lee's Association Dragon  
and Lion Dance  

The Portland Lee's Association Dragon & Lion Dance Team was  
established in 2004 and is celebrating their 20th anniversary in  
2024.  The team performs the Southern or Cantonese Lion Dance  
which originated in Guangdong province in Southern China.  The  
team's coaches have travelled to China multiple times to learn  
directly from traditional lion dance experts.  They studied the  
Futsan style Hung Ga 7 star lion dance which is based on  
Chinese martial arts, the foundation of lion dance skills.    

Click HERE to register for this workshop.   



 

8th Annual Lunar New Year Dragon Dance Parade and Celebration February 17, 

2024 | Portland Chinatown Museum  

Mark your calendars for our biggest Lunar New Year event yet! It's  
going to be the Year of the Dragon and PoChiMu the Dragon will  
be coming out to lead the festivities and parade from Old Town  
Chinatown to the Oregon Historical Society. Please visit our  
website in January for more details.   

Interested in volunteering? Click HERE to sign up.  

REOPENING OF CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL   

The Chinese American WWII Recognition Project has re-opened  
the registration process to accept new applications for consideration to  
receive the U.S. Mint replica of the Chinese American Veterans of  
WWII Congressional Gold Medal.  

The application period will only be open from December 7, 2023 to  
January 11, 2024. No applications will be accepted after January 11, 2024,  
5:00 pm PST.  Click HERE to learn more about registering.  

UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENTS 

 

Oregon Jewish Museum and Center for Holocaust Education  
2024 Portland Jewish Film Festival  
January 9-14, 2024  
Portland State University's Lincoln Hall,1620 SW Park Avenue,  
Portland, OR  

OJMCHE is proud to present the Portland Jewish Film Festival 2024. Plan  
to join us for screenings of five new full-length films and two selected  
shorts that explore the complexity, history, and joy of Jewish life. This  
year’s festival spans five days: 7pm evening screenings are on Tuesday,  
January 9; Wednesday, January 10; Thursday, January 11; and Saturday,  
January 13, with a final matinee at 2pm on Sunday, January 14.   

 



 

Japanese American Museum of Oregon  
Bob Shimabukuro: Craft, Community, and Care  
Opening February 17, 2024  
411 NW Flanders Street, Portland, OR 97209  

Craft, Community, and Care explores the life of Okinawan American  
activist, artist, and writer Bob Shimabukuro. Instrumental in the Pacific  
Northwest’s Japanese American Redress Movement, Shimabukuro was  
also an acclaimed woodworker and furniture maker known for his design  
of the Portland restaurant Tanuki.   
 
 

END OF YEAR GIVING  

The Portland Chinatown History Foundation (PCHF) was established in 2014 by a group of Chinese 
American elders who wanted to preserve the stories and history of one of Portland's oldest ethnic 
communities. With your generous and continued support, PCHF is now celebrating its 10th anniversary, 
and the 8th anniversary of the annual Dragon Dance Parade and Celebration, in 2024.   

None of this would have been possible without your contribution. Every donation, membership, volunteer 
hour, and community member who attended our events or visited our exhibitions helped PCHF and the 
Portland Chinatown Museum thrive and stay the course. As we look towards the future, we invite you to 
consider an end-of-year contribution to help us keep the dragon dancing for another decade. You can do 
this with a direct donation or a purchase of a membership submitted or postmarked by December 31.   

 

               IN MEMORIAM  
 

 
 
 

Wing “Jimmie” Louie, born 1924 Toisan District, Guangdong China, passed June 29, 2023 Portland OR  
Mr. Louie was a McMinnville, Oregon restauranteur, and was active in the CCBA, Hop Sing Association, 
and Soo Yuen Family Association. He received the Asian Reporter Foundation's “Most Honored Elder” 
award in 2012.  

Gary Lee, born October 1929 Portland, Oregon, passed November 2023 Portland, OR Mr Lee was a 
Korean War veteran, and a founding member (2007) of the Chinese Oldtimers of Portland.  

Allen Wong, born April 19,1924 Astoria Oregon, passed December 8, 2023 Happy Valley, OR Mr. Wong 
was a WWII US Navy veteran, recipient of a US Congressional Gold Medal in 2021, and a long time 
volunteer at the Chinese Social Service Center.  

YOUR SUPPORT AND GREAT IDEAS  

A possible program? A collection to donate? A fundraising idea? Let us know! We value and welcome 
your input on how we can continue to provide great programming and resources for our community. If you 
would like to share an idea, please contact us at info@portlandchinatown.org.  
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