
 

Honoring Portland Chinatown’s Past, Celebrating its Present, and Helping to Create its Future  

Winter 2021 Newsletter  

Letter from Executive Director,  
Anna Truxes  

As we welcome the Winter holidays and snow with excitement and hope  
for 2022, we'd like to offer a reflection on the the work we've done at the  
Museum in 2021 - accomplishments that were made possible with the  
generous support of volunteers, members, donors, foundations,  
community partners, and community members like you. As the year draws  
to a close, here are some highlights that we're especially proud of:   

●​ We presented seven virtual performances of Lauren Yee’s The Great Leap, directed by Desdemona Chiang.   
●​ With the support of Oregon Humanities and the partnership of the Oregon Chinese Diaspora Project, we had 

our highest-ever attendance numbers with the launch of our virtual series Hidden Histories, 
which highlighted the untold and often erased histories of Oregon's early Chinese American communities.  

●​ We established our new online oral history project, Chinatown Live!, which features stories and photos from 
our community elders.   

●​ We reopened the Museum to the public in the Summer with the help of our fantastic and dedicated volunteers, 
who assisted with both our soft opening in July, and our Re-Opening Day street festival in August.  

●​ We debuted our online store, which features a selection of books from Asian American authors.  
●​ Our front gallery featured new works by Diana Lo Mei Hing, followed by the current exhibition, Decisive 

Moments, with photographs by Dean Wong. Decisive Moments was made possible by a generous grant from 
RACC with additional support from NW Natural.  

●​ We welcomed Alex Chiu, Sam Roxas-Chua, Shu-Ju Wang as our first Creative Heights resident artists, under 
the direction of Museum art advisor and artist Horatio Law. The Creative Heights artist residency and curatorial 
project is funded by the Oregon Community Foundation.  

●​ We stood with the Lan Su Chinese Garden, the Japanese American Museum of Oregon, and the Oregon 
Jewish Museum and Center for Holocaust Education to call on elected officials for support and change in Old 
Town.  

●​ Our mission and programming were recently featured by the BBC in a segment produced by journalist Cindy 
Sui.  

While we remain hopeful that the promised government support from the City of Portland will mean visible 
improvements in Old Town Chinatown, we also know that we all have much work to do in 2022. We hope 
the community will help us kick off the new year by signing up for the SOLVE Downtown Clean Up event 
on MLK Day of Service on January 17.   

The rest of January will be busy with preparations for welcoming the Year of the Tiger. We will be posting 
and sending out updates on our Lunar New Year partnerships and events, which include:  

Two Lunar New Year themed virtual presentations in partnership with the Lan Su Chinese Garden. 
February 2 will feature an artist talk with photographer Dean Wong on his work documenting 
Portland's Dragon Dance Parade and Celebration, and February 9 will highlight the Chinese 
Zodiac and Lunar New Year traditions with PoChiMu Board Member Sarah Chung. A Lunar New 

 



 

Banquet on February 5, with the Multnomah Athletic Club.  
Our beloved Dragon Dance Parade and luncheon on February 13, in partnership with the Oregon 
Historical Society.  

In 2022, we will also be introducing a new Museum membership feature. Together with the 
Architectural Heritage Center, the Japanese American Museum of Oregon, Lan Su Chinese Garden, 
and the Oregon Jewish Museum and Center for Holocaust Education, PoChiMu Friendship Level 
members will now be receiving a Central PDX Cultural Pass, a single visit guest pass for two to these 
five Central Portland cultural and historical institutions.  

Lastly, we want to thank our incredible community for all you have done to make the Museum and its 
impact a reality in 2021. We wish everyone a Happy New Year, and look forward with great enthusiasm to 
our upcoming Lunar New Year Celebrations. We also hope you will continue to check our website for 
updates, and make a reservation to visit us at the Museum, where we will continue to follow state and city 
guidelines for Covid to protect our honored community in the coming year.   

Sincerely,  
Anna and the PoChiMu Board and Staff  
 

 

                                                                                            SAVE THE DATE 
 
 

   
 
Lunar New Year Dragon Dance Parade and Celebration in Portland, Oregon, 2018. Photo by Dean Wong.   

January 17: SOLVE Downtown Clean-up for MLK Day of Service; Sign-up required here. 
February 2: PoChiMu at Portland Center Stage First Thursday event  
February 3: Lan Su/PoChiMu virtual presentation with photographer Dean Wong on 
photographing the Lunar New Year Dragon Dance Parade and Celebration.   



 

February 5: Multnomah Athletic Club and PoChiMu Lunar New Year banquet.  
February 9: Lan Su/PoChiMu virtual presentation with Sarah Chung, founding PoChiMu Board 
Member, on the Chinese Zodiac and Lunar New Year traditions.   
February 13: PoChiMu Dragon Parade and luncheon at Oregon Historical Society.  

EXTENDED: We are happy to announce that Dean Wong’s exhibition, Decisive Moments, has been 
extended through March to allow for more people to visit with COVID-19 safety precautions in place. 

 

UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENTS 

 

 
 
Lan Su Chinese Garden | Lantern Viewing  
Open Thursday-Tuesday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.  
239 NW Everett, Portland, OR 97209  
Purchase tickets to Lan Su’s lantern viewings here.    

Lan Su welcomes the Year of the Tiger with eight evenings of traditional lantern viewings, when the 
garden glows with hanging red lanterns illuminating sweeping roof lines and the Lake Zither reflects the 
lights of dragon and phoenix lantern sculptures. Highlights of the evening include a 50-foot illuminated 
dragon procession throughout the garden with Portland Lee’s Association Dragon & Lion Dance Team.   

Japanese American Museum of Oregon | Exhibition: Grace, Grit and Gaman 
Open Friday-Sunday, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.  
By reservation only: Call 503-224-1458 for more information  
411 NW Flanders St, Portland, OR 97209  

On display through March 13, 2022, Grace, Grit and Gaman: Japanese American Women through the 
Generations shares the rarely revealed story of the grace, grit, and gaman (Japanese for perseverance) 
displayed by Japanese American women. Visitors will learn of the unique challenges these women faced 
—in their own ways, on their own terms, and in their own times.   



 

Oregon Jewish Museum and Center for Holocaust Education | Exhibition: To Bear Witness 
Hours: Wednesday – Saturday: 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
724 NW Davis Street, Portland, OR 97209  

To Bear Witness – Extraordinary Lives features photographs, profiles, and short films that capture the 
stories of individuals who left their homelands for safe haven in Oregon. These brave men and women, 
born in places as far-flung as Austria, Bosnia, Myanmar, Cambodia, Germany, Hungary, Rwanda, Sudan, 
Syria, and Tibet, witnessed the atrocities of war, genocide, and the Holocaust. Each profile reveals the 
resilience of the survivor and the generosity of the many who provided assistance along the way. The 
exhibition is a partnership between OJMCHE and The Immigrant Story, in collaboration with Jim 
Lommasson and NW Documentary, and presents a multimedia exhibition focused on the lives of these 14 
refugees. This exhibition will be up until May 15, 2022.  

Portland Center Stage/Artists Repertory Theater | The Great Leap  
January 15 - February 13  
Tickets available here.  

From the celebrated playwright of Cambodian Rock Band, Lauren Yee, PCS and ART present the Great 
Leap. Yee uses her father’s basketball heroics and the student-led demonstrations that rocked the world 
as a springboard for this moving story that keeps the tension rising right up until the final buzzer. “A 
beautiful play with vibrant characters and rich history crackling with fresh dialogue.” – BroadwayWorld  

YEAR-END DONATIONS AND OREGON  
CULTURAL TRUST TAX CREDITS  

Thank you to those of you who have already sent in year-end donations. We will watch our inbox and 
mailbox for 2021 donations to make sure your donations are recorded in 2021. Donors who contribute to 
Oregon cultural nonprofits, including ours, are eligible to make a matching donation to the Oregon Cultural 
Trust and receive a 100% tax credit for their Trust donation.   

The Cultural Trust tax credit is a unique way for the state to fund cultural activities in the state into 
perpetuity. To qualify, you need to first make a donation to one or more of the 1400+ nonprofits on our list. 
Then make a matching gift to the Oregon Cultural Trust online by December 31. Oregonians who pay 
state income tax will get the credit back – dollar for dollar – on their tax return. To learn more, 
visit culturaltrust.org.  

 

IN MEMORIAM  

Timothy Victor Ramis, born April 4, 1950, died October 13, 2021 (aged 71) Portland, Oregon. Land use 
attorney and partner at Jordan Ramis PC. Lifetime member of PCM.  



 

YOUR SUPPORT AND GREAT IDEAS 

 

The Museum relies on the support of donations to ensure that we can continue to exist as a 
community and cultural resource.  If you would like to consider making a contribution to 
support the Portland Chinatown Museum's ongoing programs and operations, please visit 
our donate page or memberships page.  

A possible program? A collection to donate? A fundraising idea? Let us know! We value and 
welcome your input on how we can continue to provide great programming and resources for our 
community. If you would like to share an idea, please contact us at info@portlandchinatown.org.  

Copyright © 2021 Portland Chinatown History Foundation, All rights reserved.  

Our mailing address is:  
Portland Chinatown History Foundation  

PO Box 2925  
Portland, OR 97208  

Portland Chinatown Museum is located at:  
127 NW Third Ave.  
Portland, OR 97209  

Hours: Friday - Sunday 11:00 a.m - 3:00 p.m.   
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