
 

Honoring Portland Chinatown’s Past, Celebrating its Present, and Helping to Create its Future  

Summer 2025 Newsletter  

Letter from Executive Director Anna Truxes  

Dear Friends and Supporters,  

In Old Town, Portland, and across the United States, we are  
living through a moment that demands deep reflection, steady  
resolve, and the kind of resilience I have come to recognize as  
the lifeblood of the Portland Chinatown Museum community.  

Since its founding, this museum has been shaped by the  
devotion of professionals who made the impossible possible—  
people whose belief in the importance of Chinese American  
history built something extraordinary. We’ve lost far too many of  

these visionaries too soon. This past spring, we gathered to honor a Portlander integral to 
many impossible dreams becoming a reality: Gregg Kantor. At his memorial, I learned of a 
book he wrote for his daughters, filled with powerful lessons, three of which stuck with  
me: stay calm, if something doesn’t work, try again, and never give up.   

At first, I thought the last two were nearly the same. But in the days and weeks that  
followed, I saw the vital distinction between them—again and again. "Try again" is an act of 
creativity and learning; "never give up" is an act of faith in our collective future.  

I believe this is the kind of layered resilience that has always defined our museum, and the 
generations of Chinese Americans who made a beautiful life here in the Pacific Northwest. 
Staying calm in the face of prejudice, disinvestment, or misunderstanding was never  
passive—it was strategic, and it was powerful. Trying again—finding a new home, testing a 
new program, forging new partnerships—was how this museum evolved. And never giving 
up? That is the thread that connects us all, from the past to the future we are building 
together.  

Gregg’s life story and our museum’s story are intertwined in this way. Like him, we have 
had to try more than once to find the right home, the right audience, the right moment. Like 
him, we have refused to give up on a vision of Portland—a city that lives up to its promise 
of equity, culture, and care. Today, that vision matters more than ever.  

In the face of uncertainty and challenge, we all need to find and be a refuge—a place of 
belonging, memory, and truth-telling—for Old Town, for Oregon, and for each other. We are 
here to remind one another not to give up on who we are. To try again—and again—to 
build the US we know is possible. And to never give up on that vision of justice, care, and 
cultural integrity that we carry forward together.  

With gratitude and resolve,   
Anna  

 



 

ON VIEW AT PCM  

Limei Lai: Inner Village  
June 12, 2025–December 7, 2025  

Limei Lai is an installation artist who combines mixed  
media interactive visual art, writing, and performative  
movement to reflect on her life between two cultures.  
She is curious about how memories are transformed into  
visual forms and movements. She researches Asian  
American history and conducts live interviews with Asian  
immigrant women in the community. Her work focuses  
on women's life experiences, intergenerational  
communications, and cultural conflicts.  

UPCOMING AT THE MUSEUM  

08/08/25   
Free Educators Tour at PCM  
11:00 am–12:30 pm   

From July 27 to August 9, local Portland museums will be  
offering free admission and free events for Oregon and  
Washington educators. Join PCM on Friday, August 8, at 11 am  
for a docent-led tour of our permanent exhibition Beyond the  
Gate. For more information, click here.  

 
Summer 2025  
Chinese Conversation Table Thursdays  
12:00–1:00 pm  

練習中文 Practice Chinese Conversation!  

Interested in practicing Mandarin Chinese? Or are you a native 
Mandarin speaker interested in chatting with Americans? 
Please join the Chinese Conversation Table, Thursdays at 
noon, at the Portland Chinatown Museum! Previously hosted at 
Portland State University, the group is comprised of and is open 
to all levels. We are interested in language and culture  
exchange, and also seek Chinese-English bilingual mentors, 
teachers, etc. Come from 12:00–1:00 pm any Thursday  
throughout the summer. No charge. 很期待见新朋友!   

Read more: http://charissayang.com/chinese/  

 



 

COMMUNITY EXHIBITIONS & EVENTS  

Oregon Historical Society/Oregon Chinese Diaspora 
Project  
Uncovering and Mainstreaming Chinese American History 
in Oregon with Dr. Jennifer Fang  
July 26, 2025 | 6:00–8:00 pm  
Obelisk Brewery  
598 Bond Street, Astoria, Oregon 97103  
Free and open to the public  

Recent scholarship and public-facing projects have made 
strides in placing Chinese Americans within broader narratives 
of Oregon’s history. This presentation offers a glimpse into 
some of the wide ranging projects, including ones led by the 
Oregon Chinese Diaspora Project, that have helped to broaden 
understandings of Oregon’s past.   

Digging into Oregon History with the Chinese Diaspora 
Project with Chelsea Rose  
July 30, 2025 | 6:00–8:00 pm  
Yachats Commons  
441 Hwy 101 N, Yachats, Oregon 97498  
Free and open to the public  

The Oregon Chinese Diaspora Project is an award-winning, 
multi-agency collaboration that spans the state. Using  
community archaeology and public history, the project has 
investigated railroad and mining camps, Chinatowns, and more. 
This talk will showcase its summer findings, which include 
investigations into the lives of Chinese American cowboys and 
efforts to document coastal communities tied to fishing and 
canning.  
 
Northwest China Council  
Book Talk: Hong Kong Cinema and Singapore with Grace 
Mak  
August 2, 2025 | 2:00 pm  
Clark County Historical Museum  
1511 Main St, Vancouver, WA 98660  
Free and open to the public  

Join the Northwest China Council at the Clark County Historical 
Museum on August 2 for a book talk with film scholar, film 
producer, and screenwriter Grace Yan-yan Mak. Ms. Mak will 
be presenting on the "cinematic cultural ring" that emerged 
between Hong Kong, Singapore, and Malaya during the 1950s, 
when the geopolitical climate of the Cold War led to China’s 
isolation from the international community, paving the way for 
Hong Kong to replace Shanghai as the leading hub of Chinese 
language cinema.   

 



 

Chinese Consolidated Benevolent Association 
Annual Community Picnic  
August 3, 2025 |  
Oaks Park, Picnic Space 12  
7805 SE Oaks Park Way, Portland, OR 97202  
Free and open to the public  

CCBA's beloved summer picnic will be held this year on 
Sunday, August 3. Enjoy the warm weather with picnic treats 
and fun activities with the CCBA community.   

Japanese American Museum of Oregon  
Sadako and Paper Cranes Artist Talk  
August 9, 2025 | 1:00–2:00 pm  
220 PDX Building  
220 NW 2nd Ave, Portland, OR 97209  

Artists Erin Shigaki, Lynn Yarne, Marie Okuma Johnston and 
Maya McDarragh will talk about their pieces that are currently 
on view at the Japanese American Museum of Oregon as part 
of the exhibition Paper Cranes: Through Our Eyes, followed by 
a question-and-answer session. The talk will take place at the 
220 building, a few blocks from JAMO. Afterwards, attendees 
are invited to walk over to the museum for an opportunity to 
view the artwork in person and converse with the artists. Click 
on the link above to register for this FREE event.   

Lan Su Chinese Garden  
Blossom and Bounty: AANHPI Summer Market 
June 22–August 23, 2025  
Lan Su Annex, next to the Garden  
239 NW Everett Street, Portland, Oregon 97209  

This exciting new market highlights and celebrates the talents 
of local AANHPI artists, makers, creatives, farmers, and 
cultural organizations. Visit weekly for a fresh selection of 
plants, food, handmade goods, and more.   

Come out and enjoy the only Sunday market in Old Town and 
the waterfront! 

 
Oregon Jewish Museum and Center for Holocaust  
Education  
Outliers and Outlaws  
June 8–October 26, 2025  
724 NW Davis Street, Portland, OR 97209  

Outliers and Outlaws showcases the vibrant history of Eugene’s  
lesbian community from the 1960s through the 1990s. This  
groundbreaking project captures the stories of 83 women who  
were instrumental in shaping the city’s social and political  
landscape. The women featured in the exhibition were  
transformative figures who influenced Oregon’s political  
landscape, challenged discriminatory policies, and created rich  
cultural spaces.  



 

WE'RE LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS!  

The Portland Chinatown Museum seeks new volunteers to help our small team continue to 
deliver great programs, events, school tours and more. We're looking for community 
members who are able to commit to at least one 4-hour shift a month, are passionate 
about celebrating Chinese American history in Portland and Oregon and enjoy meeting 
new people. Cantonese and/or Mandarin proficiency is a plus, but not required.   

               COMMUNITY NEWS 

Decades after Multnomah County bulldozed the graves of  
Chinese and Chinese American residents for a maintenance  
building and parking lot, the Board of Commissioners formally  
acknowledged and apologized for the harm, expressing sincere  
regret to families and community members.  

Board members unanimously passed the resolution Thursday,  
June 26, just two weeks after approving $1 million in the FY  
2025-26 budget to help fund a memorial at Lone  
Fir Cemetery, now owned and operated by the Metro regional  
government. The Board’s goal is to acknowledge the  

contributions of people of Chinese heritage — as well as the persistent discrimination they 
endured — including at the County’s hands.  

“This action by our Board is a sincere apology to address past wrongs and honors the 
unrecognized stories of Chinese Americans originally buried at Lone Fir,” said Chair 
Jessica Vega Pederson. “It is very important that this response was built in close 
collaboration with our Chinese American community and will be followed by community 
events, additional remembrances and a lasting memorial that helps us commemorate 
these lives into the future.”   

 

IN MEMORIAM  

Gregg Steven Kantor, April 30,1957–January 31, 2025  
A noted business and community leader, philanthropist, author, beloved husband, 
dedicated father, and friend, Gregg Kantor passed away peacefully at his longtime 
Portland home on Jan. 31, 2025 surrounded by his family.  

During his career, he worked for the Governor of Oregon, Portland General Electric, and 
Bonneville Power. For over 20 years he was an executive at NW Natural. Throughout his 
life, he dedicated his time to urban planning and civic projects in Portland. He helped 
develop the Lan Su Chinese Garden, acted as an advisor to the Portland Chinatown 
Museum, and was on the board of directors of the Albina Vision Trust. Click here to 
continue reading Gregg Kantor's obituary.   

Christine Chin Ryan, December 12, 1955–March 30, 2025  
Christine Chin Ryan, born in Trinidad and Tobago to Chinese immigrant parents, moved to 



 

Oregon in the late 1970s. She founded Synergy Consulting in 1988, leading the firm for 
nearly four decades and earning national recognition from the U.S. Small Business 
Administration. Ryan was a trailblazer, being the first woman of color to lead Oregon's 
chapter of the National Organization for Women (NOW) and serving on its national board.  

Throughout her life, Ryan was deeply involved in various initiatives aimed at supporting 
small businesses and advocating for racial justice. She chaired the Portland Police 
Bureau's Asian Pacific Islander Advisory Council and founded the Asian Pacific 
Islanders Community Coalition of Oregon (APECO), empowering young Asian Pacific 
Islanders to engage in political advocacy.  

Carol J. Wong Flakus, July 31,1950–April 8, 2025  
Carol passed away on April 6, 2025, in Vancouver, WA after a long battle. She is 
preceded in death by her father, Henry Gow Wong; her mother, Ann Yep Wong; and her 
brother, Preston Wong. She is survived by her loving husband, Greg and a brother, Robert 
Wong. She was a math professor for 40 years at Lower Columbia College. She loved 
traveling, reading mystery books, sudoku, and her peonies.  

James Kai Louie, January 16, 1946–July 14, 2025  
James Kai Louie was a co-owner and manager of Huber's Cafe, Portland's oldest 
restaurant, and a key figure in its legacy. He was instrumental in popularizing Huber's 
signature Spanish Coffee, developing the table side presentation with flames and 
nutmeg. He started working at Huber's at age 14 and eventually became manager, a 
position he held for decades. Mr. Louie was also a long-time sponsor of the Annual Lunar 
New Year Dragon Dance Parade and Celebration.   

YOUR SUPPORT AND GREAT IDEAS  

A possible program? A collection to donate? A fundraising idea? Let us know! We 
value and welcome your input on how we can continue to provide great programming 
and resources for our community. If you would like to share an idea, please contact us 
at info@portlandchinatown.org 
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