
 

Honoring Portland Chinatown’s Past, Celebrating its Present, and Helping to Create its Future  

Summer 2024 Newsletter  

Letter from Executive Director Anna Truxes  

Dear Friends of the Portland Chinatown Museum,  

You may have watched the recent KGW News interview with  
Elizabeth Nye, the executive director of the Lan Su Chinese Garden.  
If not, I encourage you to view it here. The interview has sparked  
community calls for action, leading to emails to elected officials and  
candidates sharing our concerns and hopes for Old Town.   

Old Town is home to some of Portland’s most treasured cultural  
institutions, including Lan Su Chinese Garden, the Japanese  

American Museum of Oregon (JAMO), the Oregon Jewish Museum and Center for Holocaust  
Education (OJMCHE), and the Portland Chinatown Museum (PCM). These institutions preserve 
and celebrate diverse cultural heritages and attract tens of thousands of visitors yearly, enriching 
Portland’s cultural landscape and the local economy. However, rising security costs due to  
neighborhood neglect have forced us to divert resources from cultural programming to cover  
these expenses.  

Despite widespread recognition of Old Town's importance and the urgent need for 
revitalization, we have not yet seen immediate action or accessible resources. We persist 
because we know  
how vital it is to preserve our past while planning for our future. The recent departure of the  
University of Oregon and the closure of the Oriental College of Medicine (OCOM) highlight the  
ongoing struggles. Without timely assistance the situation could worsen, threatening the very 
existence of our cultural institutions.  

The steps to saving Old Town are not completely straightforward, but Portland is an innovative city 
and Portland is what we make of it. With proper support, Old Town could thrive as a vibrant 
cultural and educational district. Our cultural organizations could expand, local businesses could 
flourish, and the community could be revitalized.   

We urge you to join us in this critical mission to preserve and revitalize Old Town. Your support— 
whether through letters to elected officials, donations, or attending our events—can make a 
lasting difference in ensuring that this historic neighborhood continues to thrive for generations to 
come. Please click here to find a list of elected officials and candidates if you would like to write 
letters on behalf of Old Town.  

Together, we can make Old Town a model for successful cultural investment, celebrating the rich 
histories of Old Town, Japantown, and New Chinatown.  

 



CURRENT AND UPCOMING EXHIBITIONS AT PCM  

ON VIEW  
BONG WAI CHEN: Reframing Tradition  

The Portland Chinatown Museum presents BONG WAI CHEN:  
Reframing Tradition, a retrospective on the art and life of Portland  
Chinatown artist Bong Wai Chen (1911-1968), who influenced a  
generation of Oregon artists and through his practice of Chinese  
art and calligraphy. This exhibition is the third of a series of  
retrospectives organized by Portland Chinatown Museum and  
curator Roberta May Wong to recognize the legacies and cultural  
contributions of Portland’s Chinese American artists. BONG WAI  
CHEN will run until October 27, 2024.   

NEXT UP  
What's Worth the Fight: The History of the Slants  
Opening November 1, 2024  

What's Worth the Fight: The History of The Slants is more than an  
exhibition; it’s a celebration of resilience, creativity, and activism.  
Through their music and their fight for civil rights, The Slants have  
made a lasting impact on society. This exhibition honors their  
journey and encourages visitors to reflect on the importance of  
cultural representation and the power of music as a tool for social  
change.  
 
 

      COMMUNITY EXHIBITIONS & EVENTS 
 
 
Lan Su Chinese Garden  
Moonlight Market  
August 31–September 1, 2024 | 2:00–9:00 pm  
239 NW Everett Street, Portland, Oregon 97209  

Join Lan Su to celebrate the Mid-Autumn Festival with a bustling 
market place of local Asian businesses, mouth-watering food, and 
fun cultural performances. As the moon glows and the lanterns are 
raised, stay for illuminated lion dances, rabbit meet & greet, story 
time, and adorable rabbit lantern sculptures from China!  

Japanese American Museum of Oregon  
Free First Sunday  
September 1, 2024 | 11:00 am–4:00 pm  
411 NW Flanders Street, Portland, OR 97209  

Join the Japanese American Museum of Oregon for Free First 
Sunday, generously sponsored by an anonymous donor. Admission 
is free all day, 11am-4pm, and includes access to JAMO’s current 
exhibition, Because of Bill: William Sumio Naito’s Legacy in Portland.  

 



In addition, JAMO will be celebrating National Tofu Day with variety 
of prepared Ota Tofu for visitors to try.  

Oregon Jewish Museum and Center for Holocaust Education 
The Magic World of Leonora Carrington  

        July 7, 2024–October 13, 2024  
724 NW Davis Street, Portland, OR 97209  
11:00 am–4:00 pm Wednesday–Sunday  

Leonora Carrington (1917–2011) explores themes of 
metamorphosis, magic, and biblical allegory. She populates her 
compositions with hybrid creatures; human figures fused with 
mythical and imagined beasts suggest a confrontation between the 
material world and the world of dreams. Among the early European 
surrealists, Carrington is a pioneer in her century-spanning 
explorations of the subconscious and her portrayal of imagery 
related to mystical experience. 

 
Literary Arts  
Connie Chung in Conversation  
September 24, 2024 | 7:30–9:00 pm   
Arlene Schnitzer Concer Hall   
1037 SW Broadway, Portland, OR 97205  
Click here to buy tickets  

Literary Arts is proud to present pioneer news anchor and 
reporter Connie Chung in conversation about her forthcoming  
memoir Connie.  

Connie Chung was the first woman to co-anchor the CBS Evening 
News, the flagship news broadcast on CBS, and was only the 
second woman to anchor any network evening broadcast in 
television history. In a sharp, witty, and definitive memoir like no 
other, Chung delves into her storied career as the first Asian 
American woman to break into an overwhelmingly white, male 
dominated television news industry.  

Vanport Mosaic  
Coming Home: Memory Activation in Historic Old Town  
September 28, 2024–October 5, 2024  
220 Building | 220 NW 2nd Ave, Portland, OR 97205  
This event series is FREE  

Vanport Mosaic shines a national spotlight on Portland’s rich and 
complex history through COMING HOME: Memory Activism in Old 
Town, a week-long series of events dedicated to honoring and 
reconnecting communities with deep ties to Old Town. Known as one 
of the city's oldest and most culturally significant neighborhoods, Old 
Town has been profoundly shaped by historic racism and cultural 
erasure.  

 



MUSEUM ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 
 

The Portland Chinatown Museum would like to acknowledge and thank  
Joanna Sun for being an invaluable part of the PCM community since  
2022. A friendly and welcoming presence, Joanna helped keep the museum  
running smoothly with her notable people skills, superb organization, and  
dedication to the Museum's mission to celebrate Portland Chinatown's art,  
culture, and history. We will miss Joanna as she transitions to new  
opportunities, and we wish her the very best.  

PCM would also like to thank and congratulate our Front Desk Associate  
Aaron Wilson, who is moving to New York City to attend graduate school in  
the fall.  Aaron joined us in 2023, providing excellent visitor service and  
assistance with museum projects and events. We are grateful for the time  
and talents he shared with us and are excited for his new adventure.  

WE'RE LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS!  

The Portland Chinatown Museum seeks new volunteers to help our small team continue to deliver 
great programs, events, school tours and more. We're looking for community members who are 
able to commit to at least one 4-hour shift a month, are passionate about celebrating Chinese 
American history in Portland and Oregon and enjoy meeting new people. Cantonese and/or 
Mandarin proficiency is a plus, but not required.   

IN MEMORIAM  

Douglas Lee  
Douglas Warren Lee, Sr. passed away peacefully on May 24th, 2024 at Kaiser Hospital San 
Rafael in the company of his husband and two sons. Click here to continue reading. Professor 
Lee recently celebrated the publication of his book Seeking Tong-Shaan, Encountering Gum 
Shaan: What it Meant to Be Cantonese in China and America, 1850-1900: The Gum-Shaan 
Chronicles: Volume 1 at the Portland Chinatown Museum in 2023.   

Penny Locke  
Penny Locke passed away on June 28, 2024 at the age of 98. She was born on August 6, 1925, 
in the Boise, Idaho area to her parents, Harry and Lorena Fong, and grew up in NW Portland with 
her sister Dorothy and brother Jimmy. She attended Couch Elementary School and Lincoln High 
School. She married Chester Locke in 1944. She worked various jobs at a bank, pharmacy, and 
several Chinese restaurants, but raising kids and grandkids was her primary career. Click here to 
continue reading. Remembrances in her name can be made to the Portland Chinatown Museum.   

 



Gordon Wong  
Gordon Grant Wong, 93, passed away on August 10 at home surrounded by his loved ones. The 
son of Norman and Mabel Wong, Gordon served proudly during the Korean War while stationed in 
Japan.  He was the owner of New China Laundry and Dry Cleaners, a business started in 1942 by 
his parents, and oversaw its relocation and expansion from Portland’s New Chinatown district to 
northeast Portland in the 1970’s until he sold it in 2015. He was also a Lifetime Member of the 
Portland Chinatown Museum, and items from his family's laundry business are included in its 
Beyond the Gate exhibit. Click here to continue reading. Remembrances in his name can be 
made to the Portland Chinatown Museum.   

Donations in remembrance of Penny Locke or Gordon Wong can be made online by clicking the 
button below, or by mailing a check to:   
Portland Chinatown Museum  
P.O. Box 2925  
Portland, OR 97208.   
 
 
                YOUR SUPPORT AND GREAT IDEAS  

A possible program? A collection to donate? A fundraising idea? Let us know! We value and 
welcome your input on how we can continue to provide great programming and resources for our 
community. If you would like to share an idea, please contact us at info@portlandchinatown.org.  

Copyright © 2024 Portland Chinatown History Foundation, All rights reserved.  

Our mailing address is:  
Portland Chinatown History Foundation  

PO Box 2925  
Portland, OR 97208  

Portland Chinatown Museum is located at:  
127 NW Third Ave.  
Portland, OR 97209  

Hours: Thursday–Sunday 11:00 a.m–3:00 p.m.   
 


