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Honoring Portland Chinatown’s Past, Celebrating its Present, and Helping to Create its Future

Summer 2023 Newsletter

Letter from Executive Director Anna Truxes

Spring was busier than ever with Oregon Rises Above Hate, the closing
reception for Wing K Leong, 60 Years: Painting and Calligraphy, and the
opening reception for our landmark exhibition Bue Kee: An Artist's Life and
Legacy. The high attendance at these recent events is a testament to
continued neighborhood recovery and more significant attention from the
press. We also hosted special guests from multiple foundations, including
the Oregon Community Foundation and Naito Foundation.

Visitors have been thrilled to see the Bue Kee collections curated together
so wonderfully by Roberta Wong. Throughout the installation and opening
week, the Kee family and collectors kept taking the time to thank us for our work on this important
exhibition. Watching this story unfold and the show take form has been one of the most moving
experiences of my museum career: to see the beautiful landscapes of Oregon painted at a time of crisis
not unlike our own moment and to know that these paintings and his legacy would have been lost forever
were it not for family, artists, scholars, collectors, and our museum who recognized how valuable they are
to our understanding of ourselves as Oregonians and Americans. | am thrilled to be a part of the museum
that could bring it all together.

Our Manager of Community Engagement Kapi'olani Lee has launched the second installment of the
Chinatown Live! project with an expanded oral history collection featuring stories and photos that remind
us why we are here: to make space, to hold place, and preserve a legacy that would otherwise be
unknown. We look forward to a beautiful summer focused on the Bue Kee exhibition and related
programming and hope to welcome you to the museum for a viewing Thursdays through Sundays from 11
am -3 pm.

Curatorial Focus:

We are thrilled to highlight the essential work Roberta Wong is doing at the museum from her Wing K
Leong, 60 Years: Painting and Calligraphy; to her Bue Kee: An Artist’s Life and Legacy; to her pop-up
exhibition on the Tuck Lung Building and business, Portland Chinatown Museum would not be making the
contributions we are without her. The Oregonian’s article on Bue Kee: An Artist’s Life and Legacy
highlights her valuable sensibilities for the subject of our mission at the Portland Chinatown Museum:

“Wong said (Bue Kee: An Artist’s Life and Legacy) told the story of an artist who wasn’t given his due. It
also tells a story of talent being defined not by ethnicity ‘but by the opportunity for an artist to explore to
the depths of their capability to see and to interpret the life around them,” she said. ‘This man pursued his
passion,” Wong said. ‘It wasn’t about money, it wasn’t about acclaim, it wasn’t about anything but his
personal passion.”

Early on, Wong’s vision for the Wing K Leong and Bue Kee collections set her apart from other



contributors. She saw the need to highlight what an artist must do to make space for their practice and
helped us all see the heroic efforts and sacrifices each has made to make the art we appreciate today.

SAVE THE DATES

May 19, 2023 - October 8, 2023 | Bue Kee: An Artist's
Life and Legacy

Developed in partnership with the Bue Kee family, the Hallie Ford
Museum of Art, Friends of Timberline, Portland Art Museum, and
private collectors, this exhibition tells the unknown story of a
Portland-born Chinese American artist whose work captures an
intimate view of Portland Chinatown and the beauty of the Pacific
Northwest. Learn more about Bue Kee in Amy Wang's recent
article for The Oregonian.

Summer 2023 | Pop-up Exhibit: Tuck Lung: A
Multigenerational Family Business in Portland's
Chinatown

Curated by Roberta Wong, our latest pop-up exhibit highlights the
origins of Soon Yook Wong, a Chinese merchant from Toisan,
China. He arrived in Portland, Oregon in 1920. By 1930, he
became sole proprietor of his own business, Tuck Lung Company.
Through photos, artifacts, and personal family stories, the exhibit
details the multigenerational history behind the iconic Portland
Chinatown building.

UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENTS

Oregon Jewish Museum and Center for Holocaust Education | THE
JEWS OF AMSTERDAM, REMBRANDT AND PANDER

Exhibition runs from June 11 — September 24, 2023

Wednesday - Sunday: 11:00 am — 4:00 pm

724 NW Davis Street, Portland, OR 97209

Observations of the 400-year history of the Jews of Amsterdam by two
master artists will be on view when the museum reopens in June. Created
in radically different periods and by two non-Jews, the works of Rembrandt
van Rijn (1606-1669) and Henk Pander (1937-2023) portray the evolving
life of the Jews of Amsterdam in times of great change. This exhibition is
curated by Adjunct Curator for Special Exhibitions Bruce Guenther.

Lan Su Chinese Garden | Exploring Hanfu and the Modern Fashion
Realm with Kerry Yu

Saturday and Sunday, July 22 and 23, from 1:00 pm - 2:00 pm
239 NW Everett, Portland, OR 97209




Free with Lan Su admission or membership

Join Lan Su for two enchanting days on July 22 and July 23 at the
picturesque Garden, where a captivating event awaits. Prepare to be
transported through time and immerse yourself in the allure of Chinese
fashion as we welcome the fashion expert, Kerry Yu. With her profound
knowledge and passion, Kerry will take us on a mesmerizing journey
through the rich tapestry of Chinese fashion history.

Joe Kye | Tiger Tiger 2023 Community Event
Saturday, July 22, from 2:00 pm - 9:30 pm
Fernhill Park: 4121 NE Simpson St, Portland, OR 97211

A family-friendly event at Portland’s Fernhill Park, Tiger Tiger is here to be
in community with each other. Young and old, immigrant or fifth-gen,
underserved or privileged, Tiger Tiger welcomes all to be radically joyful at
this free festival.

=ty Japanese Museum of Oregon | Book Signing Event: They Never Asked -
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h . Saturday, July 29, 3:00 pm - 5:00 pm

L: Never 411 NW Flanders Street, Portland, OR 97209

} .E \hlﬂ'_‘{ ] Experience a unique moment in history through poetry. Poems composed
by numerous Japanese American poets during WWII were kept in a
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PORTLAND ARSEMELY CENTLE journal by Masaki Kinoshita and discovered by his grandson Duane
Watari. These poems and their translations were compiled into the book
They Never Asked - Senryi Poetry from the WWII Portland Assembly
Center. Come hear personal stories and insights from the editors Shelley
Baker-Gard, Michael Freiling, Satsuki Takikawa and from Duane Watari
himself.

NW China Council | Movie Night: Raining in the Mountain (1979)
Monday, July 31, 7:00 pm
Click HERE to register

As one of the China Council’s educational programs, the objective of
Movie Night is to facilitate further understanding of China-oriented affairs
from the perspective of cinematic expression. Raining in the Mountain is
the story of a secluded Ming Dynasty monastery which rests on a
mountain. A corrupt general and an ambitious esquire arrive there and
quickly employ martial artists to help steal a sacred handwritten scroll

of Tripitaka hidden in the monastery's library.

Chinese Consolidated Benevolent Association | Free Community
Annual Picnic

Sunday, August 6, 11:00 am - 3:00 pm

Oaks Park, Picnic Area 9: 7805 SE Oaks Park Way, Portland, OR 97202

Enjoy a day with the CCBA with a picnic lunch and entertainment with new
and old friends.




MEET OUR NEW ARTISTS-IN-RESIDENCE

Last month, we launched the second cycle of our artists-in-residence program. PCM’s current AiR
cohort will exhibit their culminating work from November 2023 to April 2024. Visit our new
Artists-In-Residence program page to learn more.

2023/2024 Artists-in-Residence

Lark Pien_is a cartoonist, colorist, and author-illustrator of three
children’s books, and over thirty short stories for comic
anthologies and pamphlet style comics. A contributor to the young
readers’ SundayHaha.com and lllustoria magazine, Lark is best
known for her characters Long Tail Kitty, Mr. Elephanter. Her
colorwork appears in bestsellers Sunny Side Up, Stargazing,
Dragon Hoops, Invisible, and American Born Chinese. She’s
colored for many YA authors including Gene Luen Yang, Christina
Diaz Gonzalez, and Jennifer & Matthew Holm. Lark received a
Kim Yale award, a Harvey, and is a minigrant recipient of Koyama
Provides.

Joshua (Josh) Sin_is a Canadian-born artist and designer living in
Portland, Oregon. Trained as an Industrial Designer and a
Shoemaker, he’s spent 10+ years working at large companies on
innovation projects in retail, sports, and technology. Josh centers
his practice on world-building, not just creating garments but
imagining and designing the backstory for the people, cultures,
and landscapes where they might appear. He sculpts textiles
from found materials and salvaged fabric; by experimenting with
traditional quilting and mending techniques Josh allows the
materials to inform new patterns and create new fashions. He
then inserts his fashion into digital 3D universes, constructing
mysterious characters and worlds around his clothing design.

Yuyang Zhang_(he/him/his) is a multi-disciplinary artist living in
Portland, Oregon. His collages and paintings are staged fictions
that combine historical propaganda archives, personal
photographs, pop cultural references, and digital iconographies.
By putting deconstructed visual assets together into new contexts,
Zhang’s work depicts a queer diasporic experience of navigating
through cultural hybridity and personal identity. Absurdity and
humor are often present in the resulting work to engage the
audience while also offering underlying social commentaries.



WATCH: ARTIST TALK WITH LYNN YARNE

If you missed our June 23 artist talk with Lynn Yarne about her Leah Hing art installation at the Portland
Building, click on the link below to watch a recording of this informative and compelling presentation with
Lynn and special guests Patsy Lee, Roberta Wong, Josh Hawthorne, Morgan Ritter, Kristin Calhoun, and
Meagan Huff.

Artist Talk with Lynn Yarne: Honoring Leah Hing's Legacy Through Art

COMMUNITY ASK

The Museum needs your help in locating special items for our upcoming exhibitions and programming. If
you are able to donate the following, please let us know at info@portlandchinatown.org.

Cardboard cigar boxes

Life-size female mannequin with flexible arms

Camera with video and audio

Scanned copies of Portland Chinese community memorabilia highlighting historical events,

people, businesses, places, etc.

IN MEMORIAM

Portland Chinatown Museum mourns the loss of those who have departed this year, including:



Melvin Louie, born 09/05/1953 Portland, OR, died 04/21/2023 (aged 70) Portland, OR Mr. Louie was
the manager of House of Louie Restaurant in Portland Chinatown, and the manager of Hi Hat
Restaurant in Tigard, OR.

Benson Woo Lee, born 05/24/1949 Portland, OR, died 05/14/2023 (aged 74) Portland, OR
Mr. Lee was a sports enthusiast, fisherman devotee and devoted seafood lover.

Ruth Lee Lum, born 10/12/1929 Hood River OR, died 05/24/2023 (aged 94) Portland OR Mrs. Lum
was the co-owner of Lum Lee's Restaurant in Corvallis, and co-owner of Travel
Counselors West in Portland.

YOUR SUPPORT AND GREAT IDEAS

The Museum relies on the support of donations to ensure that we can continue to exist as a
community and cultural resource. If you would like to consider making a contribution to
support the Portland Chinatown Museum's ongoing programs and operations, please visit

our donate page or memberships page.

A possible program? A collection to donate? A fundraising idea? Let us know! We value and
welcome your input on how we can continue to provide great programming and resources for our
community. If you would like to share an idea, please contact us at info@portlandchinatown.org.
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