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Honoring Portland Chinatown’s Past, Celebrating its Present, and Helping to Create its Future

Summer 2022 Newsletter

Letter from Executive Director Anna Truxes

Because there was such a cognitive dissonance between joy and sorrow in
the spring and early summer, this newsletter is longer than past
communications. We usually focus on our joy - such as celebrating the
spring return of our Dragon Dance Parade, co-hosted by the Oregon
Historical Society (OHS), and sponsored by Wells Fargo and community
partners. As part of the neighborhood collaboration with Oregon Rises
Above Hate (ORAH) on a special day of programming, we hosted Carey
Wong and Barbie Wu for a joyful conversation about their successful
careers in the performing arts. The artists from the Creative Heights
residency curated by Horatio Law awed us with work that grew from their
research in our collections. Holding onto this joy has been essential as we process the trauma associated
with another chilling increase in anti-Asian racism and hate crimes.

Our Mission

Our mission is to preserve and share the oral
histories and artifacts of Portland’s Chinatown as a
catalyst for exploring and interpreting the stories of
past, present and future immigrant experiences. The
Whole Picture by Alice Proctor explores the ways in
which museums act as memorials and as
classrooms. Our permanent exhibition and
contemporary art installations function as memorials
and classrooms, respectively, because we create
what she calls, “landscapes of memory... meant to
facilitate empathy.” In the vignettes of Beyond the
Gate, curated by Jackie Peterson-Loomis and
Jennifer Fang and designed by Carey Wong, we see these landscapes of memory unfold, facilitating a
greater understanding between people. Our critically acclaimed exhibition, The World Transformed,
featuring 40 years of Carey Wong's scenic designs goes a step beyond this. Visitors are impacted first by
the beauty of the exhibit and again as they realize that his work connects with the story of the museum
and Portland’s Chinatown itself. The forthcoming exhibition catalog will be an incredible resource offering
insight into Carey’s creative process and allowing theater students and professionals to learn from his
example. As we emerge from a pandemic and repair a neighborhood in crisis, Carey's work has been a
beacon of light for the kind of transformations we can envision in New Chinatown/Japantown.




Remembering the Past, Envisioning the Future

Proctor stresses that the objective of a memorial is to “work to

pull apart the consequences” of the past and to create “sites of
conscience" from which we can educate and generate change.
We are truly humbled by the way in which contemporary artists
are activating this from within our collection.

The Portland Chinatown Museum has been the starting point
for our resident artists, Sam Roxas-Chua, Alex Chiu, and Shu
Ju Wang’s, discussed in our artist panel here. Their respective
projects connect people and places from Chinatown’s past to
our current cultural context in profound ways. Roberta Wong'’s
installation piece, Vincent connects to a visceral experience of
a life that could otherwise be unfathomable to viewers. June

marked the 40" anniversary of Vincent Chin’s murder at a time
when hate speech and crime continue to cause unbearable
pain. To see the work is to be drawn in by the the materials,
recall the horrors of the hate crime and hearings, and to think
of the civil rights movement galvanized by the strength of
Vincent’'s mother, Lily Chin. Roberta’s work helps a younger
generation learn about and remember Vincent Chin.

Likewise, Lynn Yarne’s exquisite artist talk and workshop encouraged us to create a stronger Chinatown
through a celebration of the past. Yarne led us on a journey through her family mythologies, kitchen talk,
and inspirations that were truly generative. Community members came together to share their memories
of and hopes for New Chinatown/Japantown and their vision for the future. Roshani Thakore joined us to
discuss her powerful and tangible placemaking projects. We look forward to finding ways to collaborate
with her and APANO in the coming year. We are honored to dedicate gallery space to the work of
contemporary artists engaging with our collective past and hope to continue to see our community at
these powerful talks.

In partnership with contemporary artists, the museum can act as a classroom to counteract the condition
that Jennifer Lee of the Brookings Institute How We Rise initiative calls the “near invisibility” of the Asian
American experience. In her thoughtful article, she notes sobering statistics that require repeating:

1in 6 Asian American adults reported experiencing a hate crime in 2021.

58% of Americans cannot name a single prominent Asian American.
42% of Americans cannot think of a historical experience or policy related to Asian

Americans. Of the $19 billion awarded by foundations from 1983-1990, 0.18% and 0.20% by
2018 were awarded to AAPI organizations. For every $100 awarded by foundations, 20 cents
were designated for AAPI communities.

New Opportunities

These statistics and the political neglect of our neighborhood pose substantial obstacles to our goal of
preserving cultural heritage for a more inclusive world today and for future generations. Oregon’s first-of
its-kind Ethnic Studies requirements for K-12 public school curriculum presents an incredible opportunity
to center marginalized stories as we teach an inclusive history. We have collaborations planned with
educators, institutions, and artists to further these goals in public school classrooms throughout Oregon.
While we believe in the power of educational and cultural programming to eradicate hate, we also need
solutions now for our community’s well-being and safety. ORAH brought us all together for a joint
statement as a call to action against hate speech and crimes in Portland. In these difficult times we are
most grateful for the leadership and solidarity of our colleagues in the downtown cultural organizations.



Inspired by the 1940s Superman radio serial “Clan of the Fiery Cross,” Gene Luen
Yang (American Born Chinese, Boxers and Saints, The Terrifics, New Super-Man)
brings us his personal retelling of the adventures of the Lee family as they team up with
Superman to smash the Klan!

Renowned contemporary artist Fred Wilson has said of his seminal exhibition, Mining the

Museum (2002), (see artist’s introduction here) that we have to “make sure that our institutions are not
complicit in the evils of our past.” Sometimes the hate seems ubiquitous and all-powerful, making our work
towards an inclusive future feel next to impossible. This is likely a part of the origin story for the artists who
created Superman Takes on the Klan, and for the update brought to us by MacArthur Fellow, Gene Luen
Yang. Yang says, “Superman is a model for anyone who has ever felt like they were on the outside.
Embrace what makes you different. Let it empower you. Then use that power to serve those around you.”
The end of spring and beginning of summer at the museum has shown me that through memorial,
education, and art we find strength and courage to imagine a new world wherein hate speech and crimes
receive swift retribution and inclusivity is rewarded because it is truly rewarding in its own right. Where
preservation defeats demolition by neglect and our elders’ stories are immortal. Portland Chinatown
Museum was founded with these ideals at its core, preserving our epic histories, so we can educate in the
present, and inspire a new future. Please join us for upcoming programs that aim to continue this legacy.

SAVE THE DATES

Why the Arts are Essential:
Artist Talk with Chisao Hata

Saturday, August 2




August 27 - Why the Arts Are Essential: Artist Talk with Chisao Hata
Join us for the closing program in our summer Artist Talk series with performing artist and community
organizer Chisao Hata. Click here to learn more about Chisao and register for this free Zoom event.

August 28 - Volunteer and Docent Training

PCM is thrilled to announce an upcoming volunteer and docent training. The training session will include a
docent tour with Asian American Studies professor Darby Li Po Price, collections training with Collections
Committee chair Norm Gholston, and oral history training with PCM board members Sarah Chung and
Bertha Saiget. If you are interested in joining, let us know by email: info@portlandchinatown.org.

September 10 - SAVE THE DATE: Autumn Moon Festival

The 2022 Autumn Moon Festival will be on Saturday, September 10, and several exciting events are
planned for this important community celebration: including the closing weekend of Carey Wong’s The
World Transformed exhibition and performances by local performing arts and cultural organizations.

FREE CHUNG SOO LEE Screening

ONE NIGHT ONLY: Wednesday, August 17 at 7:30 pm

Join us for the riveting documentary FREE CHOL SOO LEE, screening in theaters nationwide for one
night only on Wednesday August 17. A MUBI Release. This revelatory Sundance selection (from
journalists Julie Ha & Eugene Yi) chronicles the story of Chol Soo Lee, a Korean-American whose
wrongful murder conviction ignited an unprecedented social movement. Drawing on rich archival footage
and personal accounts, the film forms an urgent testament to the power of collective action and the human
cost of incarceration.

Learn more and get tickets now at mubi.com/freecholsoolee



FREE TICKET GIVEAWAY FOR REGAL LLOYD CENTER

Courtesy of MUBI, PCM has five tickets to give away for the FREE CHOL SOO LEE screening at
the Regal Lloyd Center movie theater. The first five people who send us an email with FREE CHOL
SOO LEE in the subject line will receive a complimentary ticket. Tickets will be delivered via email,

and are only valid for the 7:30 pm screening on August

UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENTS

Still from Dream Refuge for Children Imprisoned by artist Judy Shintani, now on exhibition at JAMO.

Lan Su Chinese Garden | "This is She" Presentation Series
Thursday-Tuesday, 10 am to 6 pm
239 NW Everett, Portland, OR 97209

“This is She” is the first of many program series that celebrates the voices of women of color. Let's
hear from five presenters from our community as they share their journeys as Portland's female leaders.
This is our invitation to you to learn about our community with Lan Su! Free with admission every
Saturday from 2 p.m. - 4 p.m. until August 20.

Oregon Jewish Museum and Center for Holocaust Education | Exhibition: Judy Chicago
Wednesday — Saturday: 11 am to 4 pm
724 NW Davis Street, Portland, OR 97209

Turning Inward, Judy Chicago, From the Collections of Jordan D. Schnitzer and His Family Foundation,
traces Judy Chicago’s development as an artist and Jewish woman across six decades, from her early



formal vocabulary of geometric color abstraction and groundbreaking work with pyrotechnics to the
powerful explorations of self-identity, the politics of gender, and her personal formative experiences.
Exhibition runs until September 23, 2022.

Japanese Museum of Oregon | Exhibition: Judy Shintani

Friday - Sunday 11 am - 3 pm by reservation only
411 NW Flanders Street, Portland, OR 97209

The Japanese American Museum of Oregon presents Na Omi Judy Shintani’s Dream Refuge for Children
Imprisoned, an installation exploring the trauma experienced by children who have been incarcerated.
Shintani has arranged cots, life-sized drawings of children, space blankets, and woven fabrics into a
circular formation in the museum, creating a sacred space for listening to the stories of those incarcerated.
The piece draws parallels between Japanese American children held at concentration camps during
WWII, Native American children who were denied their culture at boarding schools, and Central American
children separated from their families and currently living in unsafe conditions at the border. Exhibition
runs until September 4, 2022.

Portland Center Stage/Artists Repertory Theater | tick, tick ... BOOM!

August 20 - September 18, 2022

Tickets available here.

Before he electrified the world with Rent, Jonathan Larson was a young man struggling to make his mark
in the theater. While he waits tables and seeks his big break, the pressure to give it all up grows as Jon
approaches his 30th birthday. Will he sell out to keep the lights on? Will he lose the love of his life? Will he
finally write the soaring song that can change everything? And if he does, will anyone be there to see it?
Set in 1990 and scored by the music that redefined a genre, tick, tick ... BOOM! cracks open the ticking
time-bomb world of creating theater to celebrate the power of finding your voice and holding on to a
dream.

YOUR SUPPORT AND GREAT IDEAS

The Museum relies on the support of donations to ensure that we can continue to exist as a
community and cultural resource. If you would like to consider making a contribution to
support the Portland Chinatown Museum's ongoing programs and operations, please visit

our donate page or memberships page.

A possible program? A collection to donate? A fundraising idea? Let us know! We value and
welcome your input on how we can continue to provide great programming and resources for our

community. If you would like to share an idea, please contact us at info@portlandchinatown.org.
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