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Letter from Executive Director Anna Truxes  

We never know how our small activities will affect others  
through the invisible fabric of our connectedness. In this  
exquisitely connected world, it's never a question of 'critical  
mass.' It's always about critical connections.   

-Grace Lee Boggs  

As we move into the new season, I want to borrow the words of  
the great Grace Lee Boggs to reflect on the power and  
significance of connectedness, of a simple yet profound entity:  

community. Recently, we’ve witnessed various words central to our work at the  
museum being banned in certain settings. Thank goodness we have community, a word  
and a thing that encompasses all that we strive to uphold and promote.  

Community in practice serves as a vessel for holding our shared memories—reminding us 
of past victories and enduring legacies. One such landmark event was the U.S. Supreme 
Court case United States v. Wong Kim Ark, decided in 1898. This historic ruling  
affirmatively established birthright citizenship for anyone born in the United States,  
regardless of their parent's citizenship or status. This critical victory laid the groundwork  
for the well-being of future generations of Americans and America. Fast forward to 
today, we find inspiration in the Slants Supreme Court case, which has become a 
testament to  
resilience and advocacy. The legacy of this case is proudly displayed in our galleries for  
the community to explore and understand. These histories and museum artifacts make 
the invisible fabric of our connectedness tangible.  

The very essence of our endeavors at building and sustaining community is embodied in 
the seemingly small activities, like the preservation of our beloved dragon, PoChiMu, for 
our Lunar New Year parade. Volunteers passionately contributed to the restoration, 
including participating in sewing circles to re-attach 10,000 sequins to restore this 
significant symbol; as volunteer Charissa Yang shared, “I feel we treasure these communal 
experiences in which we are creating and restoring artifacts, history, culture and 
community. How wonderful. May it be followed by similar efforts.”  

As PoChiMu helped us celebrate the Lunar New Year, we can’t help but recognize the 
essential importance of our community, our board members, staff, volunteers and visitors 
of our museum and partner organizations—each of whom plays a crucial role in 
maintaining the rich legacy of our neighborhood. Together, we are building a brighter future 
for New Chinatown and Japantown. After seeing Jeff Lee’s photography of our largest 
Lunar New Year celebration, Roberta Wong said: “What you've captured is the energy and 

 



 

excitement of our diverse community!! This is particularly significant when we as 
Americans are challenged by the direction of our nation. Your images prove that the past 
decades of social consciousness and political awareness brought forth opportunities for 
communities to come together to learn about one another, share our culture, shed our 
fears, and grow together with shared experiences. Thank you for documenting our 
community during these times, and allowing others to witness that together we build a 
strong future." These expressions highlight the invaluable contributions of our community 
members who dedicate their time and energy to honor our shared heritage.  

Community is about making places for the legacies of our past to sustain our current and 
future, where we can gather and support one another. Community reminds us that we can 
face whatever challenges lie ahead, as long as we have critical connections. This year, 
the museum will place a strong emphasis on community in our exhibitions and 
programming. We invite everyone to visit on Sundays; when a can of food will grant you 
admission which we will then donate to local kitchens across Portland. In return, we will 
have Mahjong tables, tea waiting and a warm welcome to greet you. Chinatowns are 
complex sites of community, and the history of our two Chinatowns is no different. They 
were established as refugees from anti-Chinese policies and later developed in areas 
impacted by the incarceration of Japanese Americans during World War II. Our New 
Chinatown and Japantown can continue to build on the legacy of community to remain a 
refuge to all and build our community in the image of that exquisitely connected world.   

ON VIEW AT PCM  

What's Worth the Fight: The History of  
the Slants  
November 15, 2024–May 11, 2025  

One of the first Asian American dance  
rock bands, The Slants are best known for  
their 80s-driven synth-pop (affectionately  
dubbed by fans as "Chinatown Dance  
Rock") and their landmark Supreme Court  
case over the rights to their name. What's  
Worth the Fight explores the band's rich  
history and musical contributions, their  
Portland Chinatown roots, and the legacy  
of their continued activism and creative  
resilience.  

 
XRchive: (Hi)stories and Visions of  
Block 14 at Lone Fir Cemetery  
Augmented Reality (AR) installation  
Ongoing  

XRchive: (Hi)stories and Visions of Block  
14 at Lone Fir Cemetery is a reflection, a  
remembrance, and an XR (hi)storytelling  
of the Chinese community buried at Block  
14. Created using emerging technologies,  
research, and the imagination of a  
collective of artists, technologists,  
storytellers, and community members,  
XRchive is an offering to inspire  



 

conversations, to acknowledge, and to  
celebrate this community’s contributions  
toward building Portland.   

UPCOMING AT THE MUSEUM  

06/20/25   
Book Talk and Signing for Sun Shining on Morning Snow 
with Ingrid Hu Dahl  
3:00–4:30 pm   

Sun Shining on Morning Snow is a fearless and deeply 
moving memoir that celebrates the power of authenticity, love, 
and resilience. Ingrid Hu Dahl, a mixed-race, queer woman, 
takes readers on an intimate journey through the challenges of 
self-discovery—navigating the weight of social, cultural, and 
familial expectations.  

COMMUNITY EXHIBITIONS & EVENTS  

Lan Su Chinese Garden  
Scholar's Tea Table  
March 7–April 30, 2025  
239 NW Everett Street, Portland, Oregon 97209  

This spring, come to the Lan Su Chinese Garden for a delightful 
series of tea-inspired events blending art, nature, and culture. 
Featured events include "Steep & Paint," where curated teas 
complement guided painting sessions inspired by the garden's 
beauty, and the Tea & Bloom Spring Tea Fair, where you can 
sip and shop local tea and teaware vendors. 
 
GeekEasy Anime Cafe  
Grand Opening & Chinatown Vendor's Market 
March 22, 2025 | 10:30 am–6:00 pm  
310 NW Davis Street, Portland, OR 97209  

Stop by the GeekEasy Anime Cafe on Saturday, March 22, for 
their grand opening and vendor's market. The festivities will 
include special guests and performances, pay-what-you-wish 
admission to Portland Chinatown Museum and an afterparty at 
the Society Hotel.   

Metro/Lone Fir Cemetery Foundation  
Qingming (Tomb-Sweeping Day) Event   
April 5, 2025 | 11:00 am–1:00 pm  
649 SE 26th Ave, Portland, OR 97214  
Event is located at the SW corner of the cemetary, near SE 
Morrison St. and SE 20th Ave  

Metro and the Lone Fir Cemetery Foundation are hosting an 



 

event in honor of Qingming (Tomb-Sweeping Day) at the 
historic Chinese section of Lone Fir Cemetery.   

Japanese American Museum of Oregon  
Sadako and Paper Cranes  
April 26–September 7, 2025  
411 NW Flanders Street, Portland, OR 97209  

Sadako Sasaki was just 2 years old when the United States 
dropped an atomic bomb on Hiroshima, where she lived with 
her family, on August 6, 1945. Although she survived the blast 
and was not injured at the time, she began to develop the 
symptoms of leukemia 9 years later and eventually succumbed 
to her illness. While she was in the hospital, she folded over 
1,000 origami paper cranes, a symbol of good luck. Sadako’s 
classmates started a national movement to build the Children’s 
Peace Monument as a tribute to her. The Monument was 
dedicated in 1958 and sits at the center of the Hiroshima Peace 
Memorial Park in Hiroshima, Japan.  

On loan from the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum in Hiroshima, 
Japan, Sadako and Paper Cranes examines the devastation of 
nuclear war through the eyes of the youth that experienced the 
bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. In addition to the panels, the 
Japanese American Museum of Oregon will be working with local 
high school students on a companion artwork in response to 
Sadako’s story. 

 
Oregon Jewish Museum and Center for Holocaust  
Education  
Survival and Intimations of Immortality  
January 26–May 25, 2025  
724 NW Davis Street, Portland, OR 97209  

Survival and Intimations of Immortality: The Art of Alice Lok  
Cahana, Rabbi Ronnie Cahana, and Kitra Cahana is a unique  
and powerful exhibition that explores the role of art and  
creativity, bringing the past into the present by focusing on three  
generations of artists from the same family. Alice Lok Cahana  
(1929-2017) was a Holocaust survivor who pledged she would  
become an artist if she survived the war.  

Rabbi Ronnie Cahana, Alice’s oldest son, is a poet and survivor  
of a major stroke. Kitra Cahana, Ronnie’s daughter, is a  
filmmaker and photographer. This exhibition reveals how the  
tragedy of the Holocaust impacted multiple generations of a  
family and how each member transformed the destructive  
trauma of the Shoah into acts of intense creative  
accomplishment, taking their own path to provide a through-line  
to preserving the memories, culture, and identity of their shared  
family and the Jewish people.  

 



 

THANK YOU TO OUR SEWING VOLUNTEERS!  

Photo by Roberta Wong, 2025.   
 
The Portland Chinatown Museum thanks our wonderful sewing volunteers who helped 
make sure PoChiMu's new sequins were ready for the 9th Annual Dragon Dance 
Parade and Celebration on February 8. 
 

Tracy Quan  
Jennifer Quan  
Emily Quan  
Maren Zieba  
JoAnn Lee  
Mary Lei  
Anita Yap  
Sun Noble   
April Ann Fong  
Kittie Kong   
Norm Gholston  
 

 
 
Glen Gholston   
Roberta Wong  
Janet Wong  
Nandini Ranganathan Shirley 
Kenney  
Charissa Yang  
Amy King  
Christina Barboza  Adalyne 
Barboza  Jojo  
Epiphany   
Robert   

 



 

WE'RE LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS!  

The Portland Chinatown Museum seeks new volunteers to help our small team continue to 
deliver great programs, events, school tours and more. We're looking for community 
members who are able to commit to at least one 4-hour shift a month, are passionate 
about celebrating Chinese American history in Portland and Oregon and enjoy meeting 
new people. Cantonese and/or Mandarin proficiency is a plus, but not required.   

IN MEMORIAM  

Tiana KY Wong  
March 17, 1930 – March 1, 2025  

Tiana KY Wong was born in Hong Kong and was the second  
eldest daughter in a family of 27 siblings. From an early age, she  
embodied resilience, intellect, and a deep sense of responsibility.  
She began her career as a kindergarten teacher in Kowloon,  
Hong Kong, on Tsim Sha Tsui at Lock Doh School, nurturing  
young minds with kindness and patience.  

In 1957, Tiana married Henry Wong and embarked on a journey  
to the United States, embracing the promise of new opportunities while preserving the rich 
traditions of their heritage. Settling in Portland, Oregon, Tiana dedicated herself to 
education and community service, becoming a beloved teacher and later the principal of 
the Portland Chinese Language School. Through her unwavering guidance, she instilled in 
countless students a deep appreciation for their language and culture, earning the 
admiration and respect of generations. Click here to read the full obituary.   

YOUR SUPPORT AND GREAT IDEAS  
 
A possible program? A collection to donate? A fundraising idea? Let us know! We 
value and welcome your input on how we can continue to provide great programming 
and resources for our community. If you would like to share an idea, please contact us 
at info@portlandchinatown.org.  
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