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Honoring Portland Chinatown’s Past, Celebrating its Present, and Helping to Create its Future

Spring 2024 Newsletter

Letter from Executive Director Anna Truxes

May promises to be an exciting month at the museum, and | want to
take a moment to share some notable PCM highlights and updates.

To kick off Asian American Heritage Month, we have a great lineup of
events and activities highlighting the vibrant tapestry of Asian
American history and culture. On May 4 from 3:00-5:00 pm, we'll be
hosting a closing reception for Re:Generation: Manifesting at the
Peach Blossom Spring, which will also serve as an Oregon
Contemporary Artists' Biennial program event featuring our Artists-in
Residence.

Over the last two years, our Creative Heights-funded AiR program has hosted six incredibly
talented individuals who have enriched our museum experience with their unique perspectives
and artistic visions. Thank you to our Artists-in-Residence Yuyang Zhang, Lark Pien, Josh Sin,
Alex Chiu, Shu-Ju Wang, Sam Roxas-Chua, and AiR Program Director Horatio Law for sharing
their inspiring creativity with our community.

May 4 is also a special Saturday for Oregon Rises Above Hate (ORAH), a grassroots organization
dedicated to diversity and inclusivity. Along with other Old Town non-profits, we will host a pay
what-you-wish day celebrating our rich cultural heritage while fostering conversations about
tolerance and acceptance. We hope you'll join us and ORAH for an inspiring season of learning
and reflection.

On May 16, we open BONG WAI CHEN: Reframing Tradition. Curated by Roberta May Wong,
this exhibition highlights the remarkable career and legacy of Portland artist Bong Wai Chen.
Chen founded the Chinese Art Studio, served as principal of the CCBA Chinese Language
School, and mentored calligraphers and painters at Reed College during the civil rights era. His
art is a mesmerizing fusion of traditional techniques and 20th-century themes, exploring the
intersections of culture, identity and the human experience. The opening reception for Reframing
Tradition is on Saturday, May 18, from 3:00-5:00 pm. We look forward to seeing new and old
friends as we celebrate and remember Bong Wai Chen.

At the end of May, we will unveil the restored dragon PoChiMu. This magnificent creature is a
beloved symbol of our museum, and we cannot wait to reintroduce it to the world in all its colorful
glory. Please check our website and social media in the coming weeks for further details.

As always, none of this would be possible without the support of our amazing community. Your
passion and enthusiasm keep us going, and we are endlessly grateful for your continued support.



SAVE THE DATES

May 4, 2024 | Closing Reception for Re:Generation -

Manifesting at the Peach Blossom Spring
3:00-5:00 pm at Portland Chinatown Museum

Join us on Saturday, May 4, from 3 to 5 p.m. as we close
Re:Generation - Manifesting at the Peach Blossom Spring
with Lark Pien, Josh Sin and Yuyang Zhang. Admission is
free with light refreshments provided.

May 11, 2024 | A Walking Tour of Portland's Chinatown
This event is in partnership with Pittock Mansion

10:30 am-12:30 pm

$25 per person, discount available with Pittock Mansion
membership

Click HERE for more details.

The Portland Chinatown Museum will host a tour of New
Chinatown that will showcase cultural heritage sites
highlighting 19th/early 20th century Chinese life in Portland.

March 11 = Jaly 7, 2024

The walking tour will take attendees through the
neighborhood’s historically significant sites, including the
bronze plaques designed by Portland-based urban designer
and architect Suenn Ho.

May 18, 2024 | Opening Reception for BONG WAI CHEN:

Reframing Tradition
3:00-5:00 pm at the Portland Chinatown Museum

You're invited to the the opening of BONG WAI CHEN:
Reframing Tradition on Saturday, May 18, from 3-5 pm. Light
refreshments will be provided and admission is free.
Reframing Tradition is a stunning retrospective on the life
and work of artist and community figure Bong Wai Chen.

UPCOMING COMMUNITY EXHIBITIONS & EVENTS

Friends of Lone Fir Cemetery

Qing Ming Festival Lecture: A Celebration of Chinese Heritage
An invitation to a special presentation by Jennifer Fang, Ph.D.
April 23, 2024

Click HERE to RSVP



Learn about the cultural and historical connections of each cemetery
to Oregon's Chinese American community and the traditions of Qing
Ming (Tomb Sweeping), a holiday honoring deceased ancestors and
caring for graves.

11:00-11:45 am at Lone Fir Cemetery at Block 14

Parking on SE 26" Avenue between Stark and Morrison. Event
located in the southwest corner, the future site of the cultural
heritage and healing garden, Block 14 of the cemetery. In addition to
Dr. Fang's presentation, guests will learn about the progress of the
memorial garden.

1:00-2:00 pm at River View Cemetery

Enter at SW Taylors Ferry and park near the mausoleum. Event
located inside the Adams Chapel. In addition to Dr. Fang’s
presentation, guests will learn about some Chinese families
connected to River View Cemetery.

Lan Su Chinese Garden

Viewing Stones

April 6-28, 2024

239 Northwest Everett Street, Portland, Oregon 97209
10:00 am—4:00 pm Monday—Sunday

This exhibit will showcase the art of gongshi, or Chinese scholar’s
stones. Gongshi is one of the most persistent features of Chinese art
for over a thousand years. The exhibit will include different
expressions of the art with special emphasis on miniature
Landscapes.

Wisdom Workshop: Making Onigiri with Joni

Taiji Teahouse | 310 NW Davis Street, Portland, Oregon
April 28,2024 | 1:00-4:00 pm

Register for this FREE workshop by emailing Lauren

at YoshikoLauren@gmail.com

Explore the history of Portland's Japantown while making and eating
rice balls with Joni Nakayama Kimoto.

Inspired by the act of passing down traditions and practices, Wisdom
Workshops is a series of hands-on workshops led by BIPOC
matriachs that center underrepresented histories and utilize making
as a catalyst for sharing stories and community-building. This event
is organized by a small team of volunteers who care about the
heritage and vitality of Old Town and want to help it grow into its next
vibrant chapter.

Japanese American Museum of Oregon
Because of Bill: William Sumio Naito’s Legacy in Portland
Opening May 4, 2024




411 NW Flanders Street, Portland, OR 97209
10:00 am-4:00 pm Wednesday—Saturday
11:00 am-4:00 pm Sunday

JAPANESE AMERICAN Bill Naito was a force of nature whose infinite imagination, unbridled

MUSEUM OF OREGOMN determination, and limitless persistence transformed Portland during
the second half of the 21st century. Erica Naito-Campbell’s recently
published book, Portland’s Audacious Champion, informs this
exhibition exploring his life, career, and how much of the Portland we
know and love today is because of Bill.

Oregon Rises Above Hate (ORAH)
Kick Off Day at Lan Su Chinese Garden
May 4, 2024

Check the ORAH events page for information on free or reduced
admission for Old Town cultural institutions. PCM will be offering
pay-what-you-wish admission from 11:00 am-3:00 pm.

Pittock Mansion

From Near and Far: Chinese and Jewish Americans and the Making
of Portland, 1840s-1930s

March 11-July 7, 2024

3229 NW Pittock Dr, Portland, OR 97210

10:00 am—4:00 pm Monday—Sunday

Opens at noon on Tuesdays

This captivating and educational exhibit tells the story of two of
Portland’s earliest non-Native settlers, shedding light on their often
overlooked yet pivotal roles in shaping Portland into the city it is
today It focuses on how Chinese and Jewish Portlanders’
contributions to business, agriculture, politics, and industry
transformed Portland from a 2.1 square-mile stumptown into a

thriving city.
Oregon Jewish Museum and Center for Holocaust Education
0 R EG [:] N The Burned Piano Project: Creating Music Amidst the Hate
_ : April 7, 2024-June 30, 2024
JEWISH MUSELUM 724 NW Davis Street, Portland, OR 97209
AND [_‘;H“':P FOR 11:00 am—4:00 pm Wednesday—Sunday
HOLOCAUST The Burned Piano Project: Creating Music Amidst the Noise of
Ejl_.:‘..!,"'“"_. H Hate began with one family’s experience of antisemitism and

reminds us of the larger context of rising hate crimes in Portland and
the United States today. This exhibition celebrates how community
can promote healing, build empathy, and grow understanding.



OCDP UPDATES

Congratulations to the Oregon Chinese Diaspora Project (OCDP) for

their recent award of almost $500,000 from Congress to continue
their work researching and documenting the lives of Oregon's early
Chinese immigrants, and to OCDP collaborator and project advisor
Jocelyn Lee for receiving the prestigious Wenner-Gren Dissertation
Fieldwork Grant for her dissertation Miners on the Move:
Archaeological Investigation of 19th-century Chinese Diaspora in
Rural Oregon.

Archaeology Roadshow

May 11, 2024 | 10:00 am-2:00 pm

Portland State University Walk of the Heroines
SW 11th Ave, Portland, OR 97201

The Southern Oregon University Laboratory of Anthropology (SOULA) is partnering with students
from the Oregon College of Oriental Medicine (OCOM) for this year's Archaeology Roadshow in
Portland! Pop by to see what OCDP is learning about food and medicine from their excavations
into early Chinese Oregonian households!

FOCUS GROUP OPPORTUNITY

Metro is working to design and build a memorial garden at Block 14 of Lone Fir Cemetery. The
memorial will honor members of marginalized communities who were buried at Lone Fir, including
thousands of Chinese and Chinese American people.

Over the last year, input has been gathered from a series of engagements, and this input has
informed a design option for the future memorial garden. Metro would like your feedback on this
design. This focus group is intended specifically for Chinese and Chinese American community
members. The focus group will be hosted virtually on Zoom on Tuesday April 23 from 6:00-7:30
pm.

WE'RE LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS!

The Portland Chinatown Museum seeks new volunteers to help our small team continue to deliver
great programs, events, school tours and more. We're looking for community members who are
able to commit to at least one 4-hour shift a month, are passionate about celebrating Chinese
American history in Portland and Oregon and enjoy meeting new people. Cantonese and/or
Mandarin proficiency is a plus, but not required.

PCM is launching a Summer Docent Training Program July 2024 for new and returning docents. If
you'd like to be notified about how to sign up for the program, or to learn more details, please click
on the link below.



IN MEMORIAM

Oct. 5, 1979 - Dec. 2, 2023
Nathan Matthieu Tong
(son of Dennis Tong and Susan Proppe Tong)

On February 25, 2024, the Portland Chinatown Museum
hosted a celebration of Nathan’s life. Born in the year of the
Ram, he was a proud 4th generation descendant of Southern
Chinese immigrants. He was also a 5th generation
descendant of French Canadian settler, Francis Xavier
Matthieu, whose vote in Champoeg established the first
Territorial Government (1843) in what would become the
state of Oregon.

Click here to continue reading Nathan Tong's obituary.
Contributions in Nathan's name may be made to the "Nathan Tong Memorial Education Outreach

Fund" at the Portland Chinatown Museum, P.O. Box 2925, Portland, OR 97208.

YOUR SUPPORT AND GREAT IDEAS

A possible program? A collection to donate? A fundraising idea? Let us know! We value and
welcome your input on how we can continue to provide great programming and resources for our

community. If you would like to share an idea, please contact us at info@portlandchinatown.org.
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