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Honoring Portland Chinatown’s Past, Celebrating its Present, and Helping to Create its Future

Spring 2023 Newsletter

Letter from Executive Director Anna Truxes

What you pay attention to grows, one of the principles from Emergent
Strategy by Adrienne Maree Brown, has been an important source for me in
these cold months when we have all been confronted by the alarming
increase in oppressive policies and rhetoric from every level of government
across the country. | will practice this principle now and for the season,
focusing on what | want to see more of, and what | want to see replace old
and oppressive narratives. | will also focus on how | can be an ally to the
communities most impacted by this harmful rhetoric, and look to those who
are already paying attention to what they want to see grow.

Spring at the Museum will host many partnerships with organizations highlighting BIPOC resilience, joy,
and excellence. We are honored to help promote the Oregon Historical Society’s upcoming Hatfield
Lecture with Columbia University scholar Mae Ngai on March 28, to support the next presentation of the
Immigrant Story's | am an American at the Patricia Reser Center for the Arts on April 15, and to partner
with numerous organizations for Oregon Rises Above Hate’s Asian American Heritage Month festival on
May 6.

We launched an ambitious exhibition schedule earlier this year with /lluminating Time, the inaugural show
of our Artist-in-Residence program directed by Horatio Law. We are forever grateful to artists Sam Roxas
Chua, Shu-Ju Wang, and Alex Chiu, whose projects engaged with an all too often obscured history in
ways that renewed our idea of people, ideas, places, and community. You can discover or revisit their
powerful work in the accompanying exhibition catalog now available in our gift shop.

In February, we opened a 60-year retrospective on the beloved painter, calligrapher, and teacher Wing K.
Leong - the first in a trilogy of retrospectives featuring Portland artists who have not yet received the
scholarly attention they deserve. Curator Roberta Wong offers a radicalized take on the retrospective
format by centering the yin and yang of the artists' lives, asking, "How did Wing K. Leong create a life of
art with everything else that needed to be done as a business owner, father, husband, and Chinese
American? What did the artist and his family focus on to make his amazing art grow? Who were the allies
to this growth, and how did they help?" As his family has often said, “it can be the seemingly smallest
choices that make the biggest difference,” when speaking of the people who supported them, the
businesses they operated, and the beautiful legacy this created.

Mr. Leong's story is on view until May 7, when we will celebrate the penultimate weekend of his show with
a book signing and Children’s Day activity in collaboration with ORAH's community festival on Flanders
Street. May will also see the opening of the Bue Kee exhibition. Bue Kee was a WPA artist who studied at
the Portland Art Museum school with ties to the local hops farms that fed Oregon's flourishing brewery
culture. His paintings include luminous landscapes and lively street scenes of Portland’s Chinatowns, and
his history is one that would have been erased were it not for his family, collectors, and museums who
restituted it from certain obscurity.



We recently lost an honored member of our community and Museum Board Advisor. Kan Wong was a
steady and kind presence in all of our meetings without sacrificing his eagle eye for finances and strategy.
In his last Board meeting with us, he described his vision for the museum’s future and it inspired cheers
from other Board members. When we delivered flowers to him during his hospital stay, all the nurses said
that he was the sweetest patient there. He was that same steady and kind person to the very end of his
life. His son gave a poignant eulogy at his celebration of life that talked about how Kan Wong showed love
with the delicious food he made his family every day and on holidays, with the adventures he inspired
them all to take, and with his steady support that we know so well at the museum. He paid close attention
to what he wanted to grow: a healthy family he loved, a museum he supported, and a community he
cherished. We feel his absence at the museum, and in his honor, we will focus on his vision for our future.
We will pay attention to how our actions show love for our community through daily tasks and big events,
and we invite you to do the same. Please help us pay attention to what we want to see grow by visiting the
museum and joining us for one of our upcoming community events.

SAVE THE DATES

February 10, 2023 - May 7, 2023 | Wing
K. Leong: 60 Years of Painting
Retrospective

Wing K. Leong, 60 Years celebrates a master
in traditional Chinese calligraphy and brush
painting. The exhibition showcases a range of
artistic styles, including ink wash and
freehand brush paintings, to the Gongbi style
of depicting figurative or narrative subjects in
fine detail.

April 8, 2023 2:00 pm - 5:00 pm |
Seeking Tong-Shaan, Encountering
Gum-Shaan with Douglas W. Lee

SEENN TOME-SHEAR,
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PCM is pleased to welcome scholar and author
Douglas W. Lee, Ph.D., to the Museum for a
presentation and book signing for his latest
work, Seeking Tong-Shaan, Encountering Gum
Shaan, on Saturday, April 8, from 2:00 to 5:00
pm. Copies of the book will be available for
purchase at the event, or online on April 4.

Please check our website for further details.
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UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENTS

Northwest China Council| Movie Night: Electric Shadows
(2004)1 hr. 33 mins. In Mandarin with English subtitles
March 27, 7:00 pm

Cost to attend is free. Click on the link above to register.

From one of China's most nuanced cinematic voices comes a charming
tale set into motion by a disastrous encounter: A mysterious woman, Ling




—
—

Ling crashes into delivery man Dabing. While in custody Ling Ling asks
Dabing to go to her home and feed her fish; while there, Dabing discovers
an astonishing diary. In its pages he reads stories of a little girl’s passion
for the movies, which re-ignites his own longing for the days when the
cinema enchanted China's masses, and audiences breathed and dreamed
as one.

Oregon Historical Society | The Chinese Question: The Gold Rushes
Gl Polit

Presenter: Mae Ngai

March 28, 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm at Arlene Schnitzer Concert

Hall Purchase virtual tickets from OHS here.

Mae Ngai is the Lung Family Professor of Asian American Studies and a
professor of history at Columbia University. She is a U.S. legal and
political historian interested in the histories of immigration, citizenship,
nationalism, and the Chinese diaspora. Her latest book, The Chinese
Question: The Gold Rushes and Global Politics, was winner of the 2022
Bancroft Prize. This distinguished history of the Chinese diaspora and
global capitalism chronicles how a feverish alchemy of race and money
brought Chinese people to the West and reshaped the nineteenth century.

Chinese Old Timers of Portland | Luncheon at FJ Buffet

March 29, 2023 11:30 am to 2:30 pm
11930 Southeast Division Street #STE A Portland, OR 97266
To register for this event, click here. Please register by March 27.

The Chinese Old Timers of Portland was formed in 2007 by six Chinese
Americans who had roots in pre-WW Il Portland Chinatown. We get
together twice a year for lunch (in March & September). All friends,
families and acquaintances of Chinese Old Timers are welcomed. This
group is purely social; with no political, religious, or fund raising agendas.
We are a non-profit that runs on volunteer help.

Japanese Museum of Oregon | A_Long Road to Travel: The Service of
! \ . uring WWI

Exhibition runs from February 18 — May 7, 2023

Friday - Sunday 11:00 am - 3:00 pm

411 NW Flanders Street, Portland, OR 97209

Second generation Japanese American (Nisei) soldiers played a pivotal
role in supporting the U.S. war effort during World War Il. A Long Road to
Travel focuses on the often arduous journey these soldiers undertook to
serve their country, overcome prejudice at home, and achieve recognition
for their heroism. Expanding on the Oregon Historical Society’s What if
Heroes Were Not Welcome Home, this exhibition will explore these
important stories and encourage thoughtful reflection from visitors, asking
them to consider what they would have done in the same situation.

First Saturday PDX | Women in the History of Tea in China April 1,
2023, 9:30 am to 11:00 am

Online presentation - registration _is required.

Women are often entirely absent from historical accounts of tea culture in
China, but that absence defies common sense. Women in premodern
China picked and processed tea leaves, they prepared and served tea for
themselves or for others, they designed important items of teaware, and



they designed rituals around tea preparation and consumption. In this talk,
Dr. James Benn will look at the surviving sources from the Tang dynasty
onwards in order to reveal a more balanced portrayal of women in the
history of Chinese tea.

Portland-Kaohsiung Sister City Association | Eye Dotting Ceremony
April 1, 2023, 11:00 am at King Tide Fish & Shell
1510 S Harbor Way, Portland, OR 97201

Outside the King Tide Fish & Shell, The Portland-Kaohsiung Sister City
Association (PKSCA) proudly presents the Eye Dotting Ceremony,
signaling the start of the 12-week-long Portland Rose Festival Dragon
Boat Race season.

Lan Su Chinese Garden | Empower the Words: Poetry Readings &
Workshops

Every Saturday in April from 1:00 pm - 2:00 pm

239 NW Everett, Portland, OR 97209

Free with Lan Su admission or membership; registration is required.

Lan Su is hosting six dynamic and diverse poets for our latest

cultural program, Empower the Words.

These Poetry Readings and Poetry Workshops will focus on the theme of
Identity, allowing our guest poets the opportunity to share their own
experiences with identity — the paths they walk down, the opinions that
others place upon them, and everything in between. As a rhythmic art
form, poetry is a uniquely vibrant way to celebrate identity and how it
connects with culture and community.

The Immigrant Story | L Am An American: Stories of Exclusion and

Belonging
* April 15, 7 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. at Patricia Reser Center for the Arts

This event is free. Seating can be reserved here.
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IMMIGRANT “I Am An American” will begin with four storytellers sharing their
STD RY experiences of what it means to belong in America, even while at times

being excluded. After a brief intermission, the evening will continue with
original pan-Asian music composed and presented by Balamurali Balu
(Bala), a well-known composer in the Tamil film industry, for this occasion
combining traditional sounds from India, China, and Japan with Western
classical orchestral harmonies.

Oregon Rises Above Hate | Community Festival on Flanders Festival
Street

May 6, 2023 - Festival times and programming details coming soon to the
ORAH website.

Join together to celebrate API Heritage Month, and commit to combat the
continued rise of anti-Asian hate.

QING MING FESTIVALS

Qing Ming Festival, or Tomb Sweeping Day, is on Wednesday April 5, 2023.

The Qing Ming Festival, or the Clear and Bright Festival, is a traditional Chinese event associated with



honoring ancestors and celebrating the return of spring. It is also known as “tomb sweeping” day.

Traditionally, family members clean the tombs of their ancestors and make offerings of tea, wine, and
food. Families then burn paper, which represents money that the spirits can use in the afterlife. This
ensures the ancestors have enough food and money for the coming year.

Local Qing Ming Festivals:

Saturday, April 1 - Salem's Pioneer Cemetery from 11:00 am to 12:30 pm
Location: Hoyt St SE & Commercial St SE, Salem, OR 97302

Saturday, April 8 - Lone Fir Cemetery from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm.
Location: at the southwest corner of SE 20th and Morrison St., Portland, OR 97214

PASSPORT IN TIME

This summer there will be a Passport in Time project planned on the Roger
River Siskiyou National Forest. The project will examine what is believed to

be a 19" century mining site associated with Chinese miners. Selected
volunteers will be able to participate in an archaeological excavation working
with other archaeologists who are well-versed on Chinese Oregonian
histories. Click here to learn more and apply. There is also a Facebook

group hitps://www.facebook.com/people/Passport-in-Time/
100077760575204/.

IN MEMORIAM

Portland Chinatown Museum mourns the loss of those who have departed this year, including:

Preston Howard Wong, born 1/15/1949 Portland, OR, died December 2022 (aged 73) Tempe, Arizona
Joseph Yoi Wong, born 8/18/1939 San Francisco, CA, died 2/14/2023 (aged 83) Portland, Oregon Kan
Wong, born 11/09/1952 Canton, China, died 2/16/2023 Portland, Oregon (aged 70) Portland, Oregon

YOUR SUPPORT AND GREAT IDEAS

The Museum relies on the support of donations to ensure that we can continue to exist as a
community and cultural resource. If you would like to consider making a contribution to
support the Portland Chinatown Museum's ongoing programs and operations, please visit
our donate page or memberships_page.

A possible program? A collection to donate? A fundraising idea? Let us know! We value and
welcome your input on how we can continue to provide great programming and resources for our
community. If you would like to share an idea, please contact us at info@portlandchinatown.org.
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