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Honoring Portland Chinatown’s Past, Celebrating its Present, and Helping to Create its Future

Spring 2022 Newsletter

Letter from Executive Director, Anna Truxes

During our winter in Chinatown, | often thought of the Plum Blossoms on
Cracked Ice mosaic at the Lan Su Chinese Garden, recently featured on
their Facebook page. The description reads: “the five-petal flower-shaped
tile design on the slowly melting surface of a frozen lake symbolizes the
scholar's perseverance in the toughest times and the arrival of spring and
hopes.” It accurately reflects our feelings at the museum as we emerge
from a difficult time. In the winter, we continued to experience closures

due to Covid, witnessed the neighborhood situation worsen before
beginning its pathway to rejuvenation, and learned that members of our
community lost dear loved ones.

As the plum blossoms appeared at Lan Su, and the cherry blossoms returned to the Waterfront, we
started to feel hope for the Year of the Tiger. When the Omicron spike dissipated and the neighborhood
improved, we hosted more and more tours with school-aged children, college students, and adult learners.
Special thanks to Families with Children from China, Reed College, Terwilliger Plaza, OES, and others for
their visits. The sounds of visitors in our Beyond the Gate, Flying Tigers, and Dean Wong exhibitions
helped build our spirits. And even though our Lunar New Year Dragon Dance Parade has been postponed
to May 7, we welcomed a record number of attendees to our festive online events co-hosted by the Lan
Su Chinese Garden in February.

Just as the spring brings new life, many wonderful changes are afoot at the museum. March Madness
meant that the city helped clean up areas of Chinatown in anticipation of the planned street festival. The
before and after pictures of our facade with the graffiti removed and walkable pathways were enough to
bring a tear to the eye of our most stoic community members. We will miss Pearl and Raymond’s Red
Robe Teahouse and Cafe dearly but are very happy for them as they retire. We welcome the Taiji
Teahouse & Cafe, “a tea house and lunch venue that nourishes body and spirit, enhancing patrons' well
being, and thereby the well-being of Chinatown and its visitors. The menu will come out of the Campos
family cookbook, curated by owner Eric Arthur’s mother and grandmother. The featured dish will be ‘Cold
Ginger Chicken.” The tea selection will be curated by Kevin Von Buren of Fly Awake Tea PDX.” Please join
us in congratulating Pearl and Raymond on all that they have accomplished, and in welcoming Eric Arthur
to the neighborhood and museum building.

We are preparing for a busy spring where we reopen to longer hours in May, increase tour capabilities,
and allow walk-in visitors. Please join us for our spring events:

April 2, 3:00 pm: Carey Wong's opening reception for the exhibition, THE WORLD TRANSFORMED

May 7, 10:00 am: Dragon Dance Parade and Celebration, starting on the Davis Festival Street



May 14: Rise Above Hate event on the Waterfront with artist talks and activities

Watch our website for updates regarding Chinatown Live! and upcoming Asian American artist
presentations coming in May. We will also be sharing updates on our artist residency program at the
museum, curated by Horatio Law and made possible by a generous Creative Heights grant. Our resident
artists are working on projects that are powerful examples of what community-based curating and practice
can generate. We hope that you will follow these artists on their journey with us.

Most importantly, we owe a debt of gratitude to every visitor, staffer, volunteer, member, donor, and
supporter for their continued presence through difficult times. When we look back at our perseverance in
winter, we see the coming spring with great expectations. Like the plum blossoms on cracked ice, we feel
our fortunes at the museum are a sign of hope for our entire neighborhood and community as we emerge
from a long winter.

Sincerely,

Anna and the PoChiMu Board and Staff

SAVE THE DATES
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Volunteer Richard Woo and PCM board member Norm Gholston prepping the

Museum for the upcoming Carey Wong: The World Transformed exhibition.

April 2. Opening of Carey Wong: THE WORLD TRANSFORMED

THE WORLD TRANSFORMED is an exhibit of 16 scenic designs and set models spanning the
past four decades of theatrical designer Carey Wong'’s career. Designs featured include six shows
with Asian or Asian-American settings as well as set models for designs he created for Portland
Opera and Portland Center Stage in its inaugural season. In addition to scale models of each
production, the exhibit will include text panels explaining each design along with research images,
original artwork, and production photographs to provide the viewer with an understanding of how
scenic designs evolve from concept to realization.

April 7 Lecture: Resisting Cultural Erasure in America

Join OJMCHE on April 7, 7:00 p.m. for a virtual presentation with author Barrett Holmes Pitner and
historian Jennifer Fang on ethnocide in America and its particular effects on Black and Chinese
Americans, who have endured that erasure for generations. Pitner and Fang will discuss the
personal lived consequences of existing within an ongoing erasure — and how to combat it. This
program is part of Rising Up for Human Dignity, a free series of events in April for Genocide
Awareness and Prevention Month. Click here to learn more and register.




April 9 First Annual Qingming Festival at Lone Fir Cemetery:

The Lone Fir Cemetery Foundation will be holding their first annual Qingming Festival at the site
of the future Cultural Heritage and Healing Garden at Lone Fir Cemetery from 11:00 a.m to 1:00
p.m. To learn more and sign up, click here.

May 7 PCM Dragon Dance Parade and Celebration

Our 150-foot dragon will be roaring out of quarantine to celebrate Spring with lion dancers,
performers, exploding firecrackers, and a lively community parade through Old Town, Downtown,
and up to the Oregon Historical Society.

COMMUNITY ASKS

Did You Know Leah Hing?

Lynn Yarne is an artist and educator living in Portland, whose work was featured in PCM's 2018 group
show, Descendent Threads. Yarne was recently selected to create a mural honoring Leah Hing.

Did you know Leah Hing? | am collecting stories
to be included in a Leah Hing mural at the
Portland Building.

Leah's boundary breaking story and commitment
to the community has been very inspiring to me
and | am honored to help celebrate her legacy in
Portland history. Anything you may be able to
share will be very helpful in spreading her story to
the broader public.

Thank you and please take care,
Lynn Yarne

We need volunteers!

PCM is currently looking for volunteers to help support the Museum as we move into the Spring and
Summer seasons. Volunteers are needed to either help us onsite during our open hours, Friday - Sunday,
11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., or assist with our upcoming Dragon Dance Parade and Celebration on May 7th. If
you're interested in one or both opportunities, you can sign up_on our website or let us know

at info@portlandchinatown.org.

UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENTS



Lan Su Chinese Garden | Welcome the Spring - Seasonal Plant Walks
Open Thursday-Tuesday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
239 NW Everett, Portland, OR 97209

What is the better way to welcome the spring than taking a seasonal plant walk with a trained Lan Su
horticulturist? Welcome the Spring - Seasonal Plant Walks are 45 - 60 minutes long guide-led
experience at 2:00 p.m., every Thursday in March. It is free with garden admission or membership; no
registration needed. Group meets at the garden's Tranquility Courtyard to start.

Oregon Jewish Museum and Center for Holocaust Education | Exhibition: Henk Pender
Hours: Wednesday — Saturday: 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
724 NW Davis Street, Portland, OR 97209

Henk Pander, The Artist as Eyewitness to History features four large-scale works painted by the artist
in response to the protests for racial justice that took place in 2020. When the neighborhood around the
Justice Center in Portland became the site of intense demonstrations it was no surprise to those who
know his art that Henk Pander turned his artistic vision on this historic place and time. Throughout his
work, Pander has engaged the social world around him with a rare and remarkably moving moral passion.
Exhibition runs until May 15, 2022.

Portland Center Stage/Artists Repertory Theater | Gem of the Ocean
March 5 - April 5
Tickets available here.

Gem of the Ocean is the first chronological work in August Wilson’s 10-play, Pulitzer Prize
winning Century Cycle, dramatizing African American life in the 20th century.

Pittsburgh, 1904: Amidst boiling racial tensions, Citizen Barlow arrives at the home of Aunt Ester, a
285- year-old healer, who helps him seek redemption from a mistake that’s cost another man his life.
Aunt Ester sends Citizen on a powerful, mystical journey to the City of Bones in the middle of the
Atlantic Ocean — where he must understand the past in order to forge his own future.

NW China Council | Mandarin Chinese Language Classes
Starting April 4, 2022



The NW China Council is offering ten weeks of Mandarin Chinese language classes for students of all
ability levels, starting April 4, 2022. Taught by Willow Zheng, classes are small, fun, and interactive.
Students will receive individual attention, learn the phonetic Pinyin writing system, handwriting, and

keyboarding of Chinese characters. For more information and registration, click here.

Oregon Chinese Consolidated Benevolent Association | Tai Chi Classes
315 NW Davis St, Portland, OR 97209

Beginning April 2, the CCBA will be holding Tai Chi classes in front of the CCBA building on Saturdays
between 2:00 and 4:00 p.m. This program is a community collaboration with the Oregon Chinese
Coalition, the Portland Police Bureau, and the U.S. Wushu Center. If conditions are rainy, the classes will
take place on the third floor of the CCBA building.

SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY

Application Deadline: Friday May 13, 2022 by 5:00 pm

The Portland Chinese Scholarship Foundation has 30 scholarships available for high school seniors
graduating in the spring of 2022 and moving on to higher education. Prospective applicants must be
graduating from an Oregon accredited high school and be of at least 50% Chinese ethnicity. To apply, or
to learn more, go to www.oregonccba.org/scholarships/. For inquiries, please

email pdxchinesescholarship@gmail.com.

YOUR SUPPORT AND GREAT IDEAS

The Museum relies on the support of donations to ensure that we can continue to exist as a
community and cultural resource. If you would like to consider making a contribution to
support the Portland Chinatown Museum's ongoing programs and operations, please visit
our donate_page or memberships_page.

A possible program? A collection to donate? A fundraising idea? Let us know! We value and
welcome your input on how we can continue to provide great programming and resources for our
community. If you would like to share an idea, please contact us at info@portlandchinatown.org.
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