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Past is Prologue  

Dear Members and Friends, 

In the midst of a national sea change in America’s attitudes about race and racial equality, continuing Black Lives 

Matter protests, and a rising number of COVID-19 cases in Oregon, we feel both elated and uncertain about the 



future. Recent conversations with other museums in the city suggest that while we all put the safety of our employees, 

volunteers and visitors first, museum size and physical location are dictating different paths forward. While Portland’s 

largest museums and gardens are opening to support costly overhead, smaller museums like PCM are finding it too 

costly to open with limited staff and resources.  

PCM took a proactive step in early March to by developing platforms and content for virtual programs, 

exhibitions, events, communications and marketing to sustain and enlarge our Museum community during 

2020, as well as to build bridges to other audiences and peoples of color as we navigate the pandemic. 

On deck for August is an enhanced website being created by Bryan Potter Design and our own YouTube 

channel. We can’t wait for you to experience them.  

There is bigger news! Many of you will remember the Place Matters panel shown above, which was part 

of our 2016 brochure’s striking plan for Oregon’s first full service museum of Asian American history, 

culture and art. Four years later, the need to collect, preserve and share the places and the stories of 

Chinese and other Asian American immigrants to Oregon has never been greater.  

Happily, Prosper Portland agrees. The Portland Chinatown Museum has been invited to apply for a loan 

which would enable us by next year to purchase our beautiful home, the historic Kida Building, with the 

intent of restoring the building's original 1920 Chinatown storefront façade. What good fortune! Yet none 

of this would have been possible without your continuing support and confidence in the dream.  

With deepest gratitude,  

Jackie  

 

WHAT'S NEW  

 
l to r: Bertha Saiget and Roberta Wong, artist, next to Wong’s mixed media installation “Vincent,” at the opening of the 
Descendant Threads exhibition, PCM, Fall 2018. Photo courtesy Jeff Lee Photography.  



Portland Chinatown’s Vincent Chin Memorial  
in Solidarity with Black Lives Matter  
Tuesday, June 23, 3:00-4:30 PM  

On Tuesday, June 23, the Portland Lee's Association and the Portland Chinatown Museum co-organized 

a vigil for Vincent Chin in support of Black Lives Matter. The two-part event was held in front of the CCBA, 

located at 315 NW Davis and at the front door of the Portland Chinatown Museum.  

At the CCBA, speakers included Portland Mayor Ted Wheeler and State Senator Lew Frederick, and 

leaders and representatives of the Portland Black, Chinese, Japanese, Filipino, Native American, Latinx 

and Muslim communities. In front of the Museum, there was a viewing of “Vincent,” a mixed media art 

installation by Roberta Wong, and speeches by Roberta Wong, the artist, and by Gloria Lee of 

the Chinese American Citizens Alliance (C.A.C.A)  

The event was part of a five day national memorial vigil spearheaded by the Chinese American Heritage 

Foundation with Asian Pacific Islander organizations across the country honoring the memory of Vincent 

Chin, who was brutally murdered on June 19, 1982 by two white autoworkers in Detroit. June 19 is also  

Juneteenth, or Black/African American Emancipation Day, and this Vigil was intended as a show of 

solidarity for our Black/African American community in Portland.  

Roberta Wong’s installation, “Vincent,” will be available for viewing from outside the Portland Chinatown 

Museum through July 12. More information about the installation and about Vincent Chin is available on 

our Website and Facebook page.  

        PCM Receives Oregon Heritage Grant for  

Video Documentary Project  

A recently awarded Oregon Heritage Commission Museum  

Grant will enable PCM to purchase equipment needed for our  

new documentary video project, Chinatown Live. We envision this  

as our first series of three-minute documentaries using the  

Museum’s sound-only digitized oral history collection combined  

with historic and family photographs, new video interviews, and  

“background scenes” using vignettes from the Beyond the  

Gate exhibition. Each video will be linked to significant historical  

events or themes in Chinese American history and to individuals,  

families, or businesses featured in the Beyond the  

Gate exhibition. We plan to use these and future video programs  



in community engagement projects and educational programming  

for K-12 students and teachers, and potentially as new A/V  

elements within the Beyond the Gate exhibition.  

 

 

          PCM Launches Virtual Summer Community Roundtables For Members 

 

 
 

The Portland Chinatown Museum recently launched a series of twice-monthly Virtual Community 

Roundtables on Saturday mornings from 10:30 A.M. to 12:00 P.M. Featuring speakers from both within 

and outside the Portland community from a wide variety of backgrounds, the Roundtables address 

contemporary issues of interest and concern to Asian Americans.  

At our first gathering on May 23, nearly 30 members signed up to discuss the new PBS five part 

documentary series, Asian Americans, which features Helen Zia and Dr. Erika Lee as narrators. A 

week later, on May 30, speakers from APANO, the City of Portland, and the medical community led a 

serious and thoughtful discussion about the origins of “Yellow Peril” and the recent rise of anti-Asian 

targeting, racist language and abuse during COVID-19.   

In June, we began a three-part series on Race in America. On June 13, members of the Portland Lodge 



of C.A.C.A. joined PCM to discuss the national C.A.C.A. public statement and compelling explanation why 

“All Lives Matter” is not an adequate response to “Black Lives Matter.”   

ON THE HORIZON 

To learn more about Portland's multicultural past, you can visit the online version of the historical exhibit The History 
of the Golden West 1906 - 1931 installed on Central City Concern’s Golden West Building at NW Everett and 
Broadway https://www.centralcityconcern.org/goldenwest/.  

Upcoming Virtual Community Roundtables:  

Portland's Historical African American Communities  
Saturday, June 27  10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  

This Roundtable will feature a panel of historians and community leaders, including retired PSU African 

American Studies Professor, and well-known writer about the Black experience in Oregon, Darrell Milner. 

The panel will discuss the history of early Black residents and businesses in pre-Civil War Portland, and 

the development and forced displacement of Portland’s several historic African American communities, 

beginning with the first successful Black business community in Old Town circa 1890-1930.  

Black Lives Matter in 21st Century America: What Asian Americans Can Do 
Saturday, July 11   10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.   

To join these Roundtables, please email info@portlandchinatown.org  with your name, and a 

YES or NO to whether or not you would like to be called upon to speak or ask a question if 

time allows. 



      COMMUNITY NEWS  

Photo courtesy of the Asian Food Pantry.   

Asian Food Pantry  

The Asian Food Pantry is a home-delivery program that brings culturally relevant groceries to vulnerable 

Asian seniors living in low-income housing in the downtown Portland area. Created in March, when low 

income housing was locked-down in response to COVID-19, the Asian Food Pantry is a collaboration 

between Clay Street Table (an Oregon Food Bank partner), The Asian Health and Service Center, and the 

Chinese American Citizens Alliance with support from The Giving Tree. Through their efforts, the Pantry 

has been able to deliver culturally specific foods to about 150 households, which allows their seniors to 

remain safely at home, rather than risk exposure waiting in food pantry lines.  

For more information, or to sign up to volunteer, please email cacawebmanager@gmail.com.  

 

Your Favorite Chinese Recipes Needed!  

This summer, our local Portland museum educators are collaborating on a fun, family-oriented social 

media project...about FOOD! Coordinated by the Oregon Jewish Museum and Center for Holocaust 

Education, different museums will be highlighting a special food or dish from the communities they serve 

on their Facebook and Instagram pages each week during the summer. The Portland Chinatown Museum 

needs your help in selecting a Chinese or Chinese American dish to share with the greater Portland 

community on our social media on August 21. Do you have a favorite Chinese or Chinese American recipe 

that you love? Let us know at info@portlandchinatown.org by sending in a recipe and photo. If we receive 

enough recipes this summer, and photos of family feasts, we’ll organize a cookbook of Chinatown 

community favorites.  



YOUR HELP  

Renew Your Membership or Become a New Member!  
Your membership support makes it possible for the Museum to continue to tell the stories of Portland’s 

Chinatowns, and the Chinese and Asian American experience in Oregon. We need your support now 

more than ever to sustain our operations, staff, and continue our programming. We know that this 

pandemic is affecting everyone in different ways, but if you are able to join or renew as an annual 

member, Sustainers Circle member, or Corporate member, please go online  

to portlandchinatownmuseum.org/membership or email us at info@portlandchinatown.org for more 

information. Your continued support and commitment provides us with the strength to adapt and survive in 

these uncertain times.  

 

YOUR GREAT IDEA  

A Possible Program? A Collection to Donate? A Fundraising Idea? Let us know! We value and welcome 

your input on how we can continue to provide great programming and resources for our community. If you 

would like to share an idea, please contact us at info@portlandchinatown.org.  

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!  
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PO Box 2925  
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127 NW Third Ave.  
Portland, OR 97209  
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