
 

Honoring Portland Chinatown’s Past, Celebrating its Present, and Helping to Create its Future  

Fall 2024 Newsletter  

Letter from Executive Director Anna Truxes  

Dear Friends of the Portland Chinatown Museum,  

As we experience the emotional impact of recent events and  
step into the season of gratitude, I am moved to reflect on the  
remarkable achievements and milestones our community has  
reached together this year.  

2024 has brought us unforgettable exhibitions and programs,  
including Bong Wai Chen: Reframing Tradition, a celebration of  
his extraordinary career in painting, calligraphy and education,  
and the continued success of our Artists-in-Residence program,  

featuring exciting new voices in contemporary Asian American art. The year also completes 
the 10th-anniversary celebration commemorating the Museum's work in preserving and 
celebrating Portland Chinatown's rich history and culture.  

Looking towards 2025, the Year of the Snake, we are thrilled to announce two  
groundbreaking installations. What's Worth the Fight: The History of the Slants showcases 
the unique story of The Slants, an Asian American dance rock band whose journey took  
them to the United States Supreme Court in a history-making case on trademark rights.  
We also invite visitors to explore our immersive augmented reality installations developed 
by the Creative and Emergent Technology Institute (CETI). These installations will allow  
visitors to interact with the stories of Portland Chinatown in new and innovative ways. Be 
sure to check your emails in December for an invite to preview.  
On a personal note, I am deeply grateful to our PCM community for their unwavering 
support during an especially challenging year. The Board, volunteers, and staff lifted me 
when I struggled and reminded me of the power of community in action. This is what we 
strive to commemorate, preserve, and perpetuate—and as our exhibition on The Slants 
asks, this community is what is worth the fight.  

As we enjoy the holiday season and prepare for the future, I invite you to continue 
supporting the Museum's mission as we weave a story of resilience, creativity, and unity for 
generations to come. Thank you for being part of this extraordinary journey.  

With gratitude,  

Anna  
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What's Worth the Fight: The History of the Slants  
November 15, 2024–May 11, 2025  

The Portland Chinatown Museum presents its first music history exhibition, What’s Worth 
the Fight: The History of the Slants. One of the first Asian American dance rock bands, The 
Slants are best known for their 80s-driven synth-pop (affectionately dubbed by fans as 
"Chinatown Dance Rock") and their landmark Supreme Court case over the rights to their 
name. What's Worth the Fight explores the band's rich history and musical contributions, 
their Portland Chinatown roots, and the legacy of their continued activism and creative 
resilience. What’s Worth the Fight: The History of the Slants will be on view at the Portland 
Chinatown Museum from November 15, 2024 to May 11, 2025. Look for our 
announcements in the future about programming related to this exciting exhibition. 

 
MUSEUM UPDATES  

 
The Portland Chinatown Museum is pleased to announce the addition of three new Front 
Desk Associates to our team: Michelle, William, and Ellie. Please join us in welcoming 
them to the PCM community!   

 



 

Michelle is a PSU student in her senior year of the BFA Art  
Practices program. She is primarily a portrait artist who works in  
oil, watercolor and textiles. When not at work or school, she  
enjoys sleeping in, traveling, and ice cream. Michelle is excited  
to be a part of the Portland Chinatown Museum team and looks  
forward to contributing to the museum’s success.  

William is an arts worker and artist who recently received their  
B.A. in Art History from Portland State University. They plan to  
begin a graduate program next Fall and feel privileged to spend  
their gap year with PCM. They are passionate about making  
connections between art institutions and traditionally  
marginalized communities, and they look at joining the PCM  
team as a natural extension of this. In their free time, they love  
collecting vinyl and going to Portland’s many independent  
movie theaters.  

Ellie is a WSU student pursuing her MA in archaeology, with a  
focus on the conservation of cultural heritage in the larger  
Portland area. Born and raised in the city, she is passionate  
about local community engagement and applied archaeology.  
After volunteering at the museum for over a year, Ellie is  
excited to join the Portland Chinatown Museum team. Outside  
of school and the museum, she enjoys hiking, watching movies,  
and exploring the vibrant food scene in the city.  

 
 

           Pochimu's Royal Holiday Market at PCM  
December 5, 2024–January 5, 2025  

Are you looking for the perfect gift for a loved one or a little  
something special for yourself this holiday season? Starting  
December 5th, you can visit PoChiMu’s Royal Holiday Market  
at the Portland Chinatown Museum. Our beloved museum  
dragon, PoChiMu, invites you to explore their curated selection  
of unique gifts. Your purchases directly support the museum’s  
mission of helping to preserve and celebrate the rich history  
and vibrant culture of Portland’s Chinatown. Stop by and pick  
out a gift while supporting a great cause! 

 
 

9th Annual Lunar New Year Dragon Dance and Parade  
February 8, 2025 | 10:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.  

Mark your calendars for our 9th Annual Lunar New Year Dragon  
Dance and Parade on Saturday, February 8, from 10:00 a.m. to  
1:00 p.m. We'll be welcoming the Year of the Snake with an  
exciting line-up of cultural and community performances, our  
newly restored dragon PoChiMu, and much more.   

 
 



 

 
COMMUNITY EXHIBITIONS & EVENTS  

Lan Su Chinese Garden  
Dongzhi: A Chinese Holiday Party  
December 13 & 14, December 20 & 21, 2024  
5:00–7:00 p.m.  
239 NW Everett Street, Portland, Oregon 97209  

Lan Su Chinese Garden welcomes the community to four  
special nights of celebration for Dongzhi: A Chinese Holiday  
Party. The events take place over two weekends, December  
13-14 and 20-21, with each event being held from 5-7pm and  
offering the same activities. Guests of all ages are invited to  
enjoy illuminated evenings in the garden featuring both modern  
innovations and traditional Chinese twists on winter festivities.  

Japanese American Museum of Oregon  
Made with Love: 45 Years of Ikoi no Kai  
September 20, 2024–January 5, 2025  
411 NW Flanders Street, Portland, OR 97209  

The Ikoi no Kai community lunch program has come to embody  
the concept of keirō 敬老, or respect for elders, to local  
Japanese Americans. For 45 years, the Portland program has  
supported seniors and their loved ones with meals and  
activities that honor their cultural heritage. This exhibition  
centers on the many voices that have contributed to Ikoi no  
Kai’s unique dining and social experience over the decades.  

Oregon Jewish Museum and Center for Holocaust  
Education  
The Only Way to Hold a Weight: Richard Serra Prints  
October 26, 2024–January 12, 2024  
724 NW Davis Street, Portland, OR 97209  
11:00 am–4:00 pm Wednesday–Sunday  

Richard Serra (1938-2024) is best known for his monumental,  
rolled steel sculptures and architectural interventions. However,  
he maintained a vigorous drawing practice alongside the  
sculptural.  
Serra’s prints, much like his sculptures, challenge and engage  
viewers, inviting them to experience the tension, weight, and  
mass that define his work. Through this compelling collection,  
viewers witness the profound impact of Serra’s artistic vision  
and delve into the creative process of one of contemporary art’s  
most influential figures.  

 



 

 

Architectural Heritage Center  
Walking Tour: The Mostly Unknown History of Portland's Pearl  
District  
January 11, 2026 | 10:00–11:30 a.m.   
701 SE Grand Avenue, Portland, OR 97214  
Click here to RSVP  
$15 for AHC members, $25 for General Public  

More than high rise condos, expensive restaurants and clothing  
stores, Portland’s Pearl District has a wealth of iconic buildings  
and objects with stories to go with them. The program will  
highlight the Mostly Unknown History of Portland’s Pearl  
District.  
 
 
GIVING TUESDAY  

Giving Tuesday is December 3, and we invite you to help "Feed  
the Dragon." Last year, your generous contributions supported  
local lion dance academies, a spirited Dragon Dance parade,  
and critical restoration work on our beloved 150-foot dragon  
Pochimu. They bolstered museum operations and programming  
that brought new audiences to PCM and helped foster a deeper  
sense of community.  

We hope to build on the successes of this past year by asking  
for your support in helping us realize our vision for 2025: a  
return of our lion dance academies, an even bigger Dragon  
Dance Parade, two major exhibitions, and a new educational  
initiative. Thanks to a generous matching donation from PCM  
board members, every donation up to $10,000 will be matched  
– doubling your impact on Giving Tuesday and throughout  
December. Thank you for helping to ensure that the PoChiMu  
Dragon will keep dancing for years to come!   

 
 

   ​ ​      YOUR LANGUAGE, YOUR VOICE  SURVEY   

Are Trimet services easy to use in your language? Help Trimet communicate better by 
taking this survey. At the end of the survey, you can enter to win a $100 gift card or $50 
Hop card.  
 
At TriMet, we are always working to make our transit service better and more welcoming 
for all. To help us best support and communicate with riders who speak languages other 
than English, we want your feedback through a new survey. This survey will help us 
continue to give a voice to everyone in our community. The survey is available in 14 
languages to help us reach more people than ever before.  

Completing the survey should take 10-15 minutes. Those who take part will be eligible for 



 

prizes, including a $100 gift card or a Hop card loaded with $50 cash value! The survey will 
be open through Dec. 31, 2024. We welcome community members of all languages to 
participate.  

 
WE'RE LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS!  

The Portland Chinatown Museum seeks new volunteers to help our small team continue to 
deliver great programs, events, school tours and more. We're looking for community 
members who are able to commit to at least one 4-hour shift a month, are passionate 
about celebrating Chinese American history in Portland and Oregon and enjoy meeting 
new people. Cantonese and/or Mandarin proficiency is a plus, but not required.   

IN MEMORIAM  

Nancy Wong was born on April 1, 1931, in Hoi Ping, China, and died on January 5, 2024, 
in Happy Valley, Oregon. She was a long-time volunteer at the Chinese Social Service 
Center alongside her husband, Allen Wong. They attended most of the Chinese Oldtimers 
of Portland luncheons for 15 years.  

Lawrence (Larry) Mun Kee was born on May 5, 1952, in Portland, Oregon, and died on 
July 11, 2024, in Vancouver, Washington. Lawrence served in the National Guard as a 
medic during the Vietnam War. He had a long 35-year career at the U.S. Post Office and 
eventually became the Postmaster at Amboy, Brush Prairie, and served his last post in 
Woodland, Washington.   

Linda Won Lee Chang was born on August 26, 1930, in Hong Kong and died on August 
4, 2024, in Tigard, Oregon. Linda was a long-time member of the local Yat Sing Music 
Club. She was a long-time participant in local annual Chinese Opera performances, often 
as the lead singer. In later years, she mentored the newer and younger performers.  

 

YOUR SUPPORT AND GREAT IDEAS  

A possible program? A collection to donate? A fundraising idea? Let us know! We 
value and welcome your input on how we can continue to provide great programming 
and resources for our community. If you would like to share an idea, please contact us 
at info@portlandchinatown.org.  
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Our mailing address is:  
Portland Chinatown History Foundation  

PO Box 2925  
Portland, OR 97208  

Portland Chinatown Museum is located at:  



 

127 NW Third Ave.  
Portland, OR 97209  

Hours: Thursday–Sunday 11:00 a.m–3:00 p.m.   
 


