
 

Honoring Portland Chinatown’s Past, Celebrating its Present, and Helping to Create its Future  

Fall 2022 Newsletter  

Letter from Executive Director Anna Truxes  

As summer transitioned into fall, our work at the Museum truly connected  
to the national discourse about what kind of a country we want to be. The  
history and art on view offered our students, visitors, and community the  
opportunity to take stock of where we have been, its impact on our present,  
and how we can garner hope for what is possible in New  
Chinatown/Japantown and beyond.  

In September, our Autumn Moon Festival celebration helped close The  
World Transformed, the incredible Carey Wong exhibit now on view at the  
Seattle Children's Theatre. The celebration also highlighted our sister  

organizations in the performing arts (thank you, Artists Repertory Theatre and Portland Opera!) and a light 
installation series from Nanda D'Agostino and local artists. Made possible with the generous support of  
Venture Portland and the Old Town Community Association, the light installation brought stunning imagery 
and movement to our corner of Old Town. In October, we installed two pop-up exhibits; The Oregon  
Chinese Diaspora Project and Three Photographers. Three Photographers has now moved to the Profile 
Theatre gallery for their run of Lauren Yee's King of the Yees and is part of an exciting new community  
partnership that will also offer upcoming arts programming. In November, we conclude the exhibition year 
with Illuminating Time, an art show featuring our three Creative Heights Artists-in-Residence, Sam Roxas 
Chua 姚, Shu-Ju Wang, and Alex Chiu, and curated by residency director and PCM Art Advisor Horatio  
Law. Their interactions with our history collection and scholars have created works of art that are  
simultaneously playful, powerful, and restorative.   
 
We also look forward to 2023, which will launch our Lunar New year celebrations and our upcoming trilogy 
of artist retrospectives. The trilogy begins with Wing Leong, a famed teacher, painter, and the second 
owner of the Chinese Art Studio, and then continues with Bue Kee, a WPA artist who began his artistic 
journey in the hops fields of Oregon and studied at the Portland Art Museum School. Bong Wai Chen, a 
beloved teacher, painter, and the first owner of the Chinese Art Studio, brings the trilogy to a close.  

As we continue our commitment to tracing and making connections from the past to the present and our 
desired futures, we hope our exhibitions will help our community more deeply engage with the rich local 
histories still being explored, examined, and uncovered. How we understand and teach our past remains 
essential to our present and future generations, and we cannot lose touch with this goal on a personal or 
institutional level. We thank you for your trust and for joining us on this journey.   

 
 



 

SAVE THE DATES  

 
 
November 10 - Opening of Illuminating Time  
Our Artists-in-Residence, Alex Chiu, Sam Roxas-Chua 姚, and Shu-Ju Wang, will share their culminating 
work in an upcoming show curated by PCM Art Advisor Horatio Law. Running until January 2023, 
Illuminating Time highlights the stories, people, and places that help form Oregon's rich Asian American 
history.   

November 12 - Book Talk with Russell N. Low: The All-American Crew  
Author Russell N. Low, will discuss his historical novel The All-American Crew. Meticulously researched, 
Low's work offers a personal look into the rich history of early Chinese American families and their 
indelible impact. We hope you'll join us on November 12 at 11:00 am on Zoom for a detailed look into The 
All-American Crew: A True Story of a World War II Bomber and the Men Who Flew It .  

November 17 - From the Trenches: Updates From the Oregon Chinese Diaspora Project PCM is 
pleased to welcome back Chelsea Rose to our virtual community space for a much-anticipated 
update on the Oregon Chinese Diaspora Project. This talk will present the latest findings from the award 
winning Oregon Chinese Diaspora Project, including new findings from recent investigations into Chinese 
miners in southern and eastern Oregon, an introduction to the new website, and a sneak peek into what 
the OCDP is working on now. The talk will highlight how this groundbreaking project (pun intended) is 
generating important data that is helping to transform the way in which Chinese heritage is presented in 
Oregon and beyond.  

November 29 - Giving Tuesday  
#GivingTuesday is an opportunity for people around the world to use their power of generosity to remain 
connected and support their communities. It’s not just one day – this is a global social movement that’s 



 

working every day to fuel more generosity in service to building a more just and equitable world. We hope 
you can join us on this day of celebration by donating to the Portland Chinatown Museum. More than ever, 
your support helps the Museum continue to preserve, highlight, and share the impact and legacy of 
Portland's Chinese American history.  

December 10, 11, 17, 18 - PCM Chinese Art Studio Holiday Market  
PCM is excited to announce the launch of our first holiday market! We'll be transforming our side gallery 
into the Chinese Art Studio Holiday Market, featuring one-of-kind items from renowned Portland 
calligrapher Wing Leong, as well as a selection of beautiful gift items from our community vendors. Further 
details to be announced.   

 

 

LONE FIR FOCUS GROUP OPPORTUNITY  

 
 
Metro is working to design and build a cultural heritage and healing garden at Block 14 of Lone Fir 
Cemetery. The memorial will honor members of marginalized communities who were buried at Lone 
Fir, including thousands of Chinese and Chinese American people.  

During each session, the project team will provide information about the site history, a timeline for the 
project and invite participants to share their ideas around creating a healing space reflective of their 
community.  

These meetings are intended specifically for Chinese and Chinese American community members. 
Meetings will be hosted virtually on Zoom. Please register to join us at one of the following focus group 
sessions by clicking a registration link below:  

Intergenerational focus group (youth, adults and elders): Tuesday, Nov. 15, 5:30 to 7 p.m. 
Social justice-oriented focus group: Thursday, Nov. 17, 5:30 to 7 p.m. 
Religious and spiritually affiliated focus group: Saturday, Nov. 19, 10:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.  

Please send any requests for translation needs and/or disability accommodations (i.e. 
hearing-impaired, etc.) to matan.gold@oregonmetro.gov.  

Questions or feedback? Reach out to LoneFirGarden@oregonmetro.gov at any time.  

 

 



 

                      UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENTS  

Kristina Wong, Sweatshop Overload opens November 5 at Portland Center Stage.  

Portland Center Stage/Artists Repertory Theater | Kristina Wong, Sweatshop Overlord 
November 5 – December 18, 2022  
Tickets available here.  

Three days into the pandemic shutdown, performance artist Kristina Wong — driven to help make a 
difference in the world — began sewing masks out of bedsheets and bra straps on her Hello Kitty sewing 
machine. Before she knew it, she had recruited hundreds of volunteers to join her as the “Auntie Sewing 
Squad.” With sharp humor and brilliant social commentary, this tour-de-force look at the early days of 
global change offers a guide for community building and an inspiring path back into a healing world.  

Kristina Wong, Sweatshop Overlord runs until December 18, 2022.  

Lan Su Chinese Garden | Chrysanthemum Tour with Lan Su Horticulturalist  
Thursday-Tuesday, 10 am to 6 pm  
239 NW Everett, Portland, OR 97209  

Take a tour of Lan Su's Chrysanthemums and learn about how they are grown and styled by one of Lan 
Su's gardeners! Each Spring these plants are started by cuttings and carefully grown through the year to 
finally be appreciated in the Fall. They are styled to be cascades, penjing (Chinese bonsai), to have very  
numerous flowers or very few large flowers, and more. The tour will also cover some of the 
cultural relevance of Chrysanthemums in Chinese gardens.  

Tours are available on November 12 & 19 from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm. 
Oregon Jewish Museum and Center for Holocaust Education | Exhibition: Harley Gaber's DIE PLAGE 
Wednesday – Saturday: 11 am to 4 pm  
724 NW Davis Street, Portland, OR 97209  

Harley Gaber (1943-2011) was an American-Jewish minimalist composer and visual artist, known for his 
arresting works that rearranged the language of art and music. Between 1993 and 2002, Gaber worked 
on DIE PLAGE. He traveled in Europe, visiting the concentration camps at Buchenwald and Dachau, and 
photocopying hundreds of images in German archives that depicted the Weimar Republic through the 
Holocaust. Gaber spent these nine prolific years collaging images into unexpected arrangements and 



 

juxtapositions; the resulting canvases became DIE PLAGE. The exhibition features 390 collaged images, 
music, and objects from Harley’s life. It considers the role of individuals in the course of history and 
consequently challenges viewers to examine their responsibility to their nation and to one another in the 
plagues of our times. The exhibition is curated by Melissa Martens Yaverbaum.  

DIE PLAGE is on view until January 29, 2023  

Japanese Museum of Oregon | Exhibition: Resliience  
Friday - Sunday 11 am - 3 pm   
411 NW Flanders Street, Portland, OR 97209  

Told from the point of view of Sansei (third generation) Japanese Americans, “Resilience—A Sansei 
Sense of Legacy” is an exhibition of eight artists whose work reflects on the impact of Japanese American 
incarceration during World War II and its resonance from generation to generation. Several of the artists in 
Resilience employ traditional Japanese methods in the construction of their work: Lydia Nakashima 
Degarrod uses boro stitching on paper; Na Omi Judy Shintani creates sculpture with kimonos and the 
fabric she has cut out of them; and Tom Nakashima applies mixed media and paint on a byōbu folding 
screen. Others use iconography relating to Japanese culture as a jumping-off point for their personal 
explorations on the subject of incarceration camps, such as Reiko Fujii’s photographs-as-kimono. Each 
artist expresses in their own way moments of deeply felt pain and reluctant acceptance, emotions which 
their elders often withheld.  

Resilience is on view until December 22, 2022.  

Profile Theatre | King of the Yees  
216 NW 13th Ave, Portland, OR 97209  
November 3 - 20, 2022  
Tickets available here.  

As a major player in the Yee Family Association (a men’s club formed during the Gold Rush) for nearly two 
decades, Larry Yee is a charming leader in San Francisco’s Chinese community. His daughter Lauren (the 
playwright), is eager to move away from the trappings of her childhood neighborhood, and on to new 
opportunities in her life. But when scandal erupts and her father goes missing, Lauren must navigate the 
myths and magic of Chinatown, uncover the past, and embrace her heritage in order to find her father. 
This funny, surreal, touching tale explores the importance of culture, race, nationality, and the joys and 
pains of truly getting to know family.  

 

IN MEMORIAM  

The Portland Chinatown Museum mourns the loss of those who have departed this year, including:  

Benjamin Wing Lei - 11/26/1934 - 12/21/2021 
Hubert W. Chinn - 3/20/1927 - Jan 2022  

Ting Oy 'Judy' Lim - 2/11/1934 - 6/20/2022  
Ying Chee 'Beverly' Liu - 7/21/1932 - 6/23/2022  

Beverly Louie - 9/26/1939 - 8/29/2022  
Mary Lee Wong - October 1934 - 9/3/2022  
Lorraine Wong Gee - 4/16/1931 - 9/5/2022  

 



 

PCM WISH LIST  

PCM is looking for antique cigar boxes with Chinese characters written on the side for our Chinese 
pharmacy vignette in the Beyond the Gate exhibition. Cigar boxes similar to the ones depicted in the 
photos below from the Kam Wah Chung & Co. Museum would be greatly appreciated in any condition. If 
you have one to donate, please let us know at info@portlandchinatown.org.  

 

 
 

YOUR SUPPORT AND GREAT IDEAS  

The Museum relies on the support of donations to ensure that we can continue to exist as a 
community and cultural resource.  If you would like to consider making a contribution to 
support the Portland Chinatown Museum's ongoing programs and operations, please visit 
our donate page or memberships page.  

A possible program? A collection to donate? A fundraising idea? Let us know! We value and 
welcome your input on how we can continue to provide great programming and resources for our 
community. If you would like to share an idea, please contact us at info@portlandchinatown.org. 
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Our mailing address is:  
Portland Chinatown History Foundation  

PO Box 2925  
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Portland Chinatown Museum is located at:  
127 NW Third Ave.  
Portland, OR 97209  
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