
 

Honoring Portland Chinatown’s Past, Celebrating its Present, and Helping to Create its Future  

Fall 2021 Newsletter  

        Letter from Interim Executive Director, Anna Truxes  

A change of season means a change of exhibitions and so much  
more at PoChiMu! While most of our news offers cause for  
celebration, some are quite difficult and will require deeper  
conversations throughout Autumn. For this newsletter, we will  
begin with the challenges and finish with all the good news at  
PoChiMu.  

On Sunday, October 10 we will be closing in solidarity with Lan  
Su Chinese Garden for Mental Health Awareness Day to draw  
attention to the extremely dire conditions in Old  
Town/Chinatown/Japantown. For more information you can view  
the interview with the Garden’s Executive Director, Elizabeth  
Nye, on KGW here. We are hopeful that our collective efforts will  

make an impact as we continue to work towards our shared goals of preservation and renewal.    

October also marks the closing of Diana Lo Mei Hing’s exquisite exhibition Visions of Diana, which  
reopened after our Covid-19 closure with new paintings created during the pandemic. Please join us 
for her final weekend on Friday and Saturday, October 8th and 9th, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
Our next exhibition opens on Friday, October 15, with powerful work by photographer Dean Wong for his 
project, The Future of Chinatown. Art historian and critic Maurice Berger wrote in the New York Times 
that Dean Wong's work challenges stereotypes about Chinatowns “by meticulously documenting the 
rituals of everyday life and focusing on personal stories, ordinary and extraordinary, of people largely 
ignored in mainstream media.” This exhibition is part of Finding Chinatown, a place-based Museum 
initiative begun in 2020, and comprised of a series of virtual and live events and public programs. Ron 
Chew, retired Executive Director of the renowned Wing Luke Asian Museum in Seattle, helped us 
introduce Dean Wong for “Memory and Public Space: An Educator UnConference," co-presented by 
several local Museums, including PoChiMu. You can watch that talk here if you missed it. Wong's work will 
be on view until February 6, 2022, the first weekend of the Lunar New Year.   

Our Hidden Histories series will continue in October with our eighth program on October 30 from 11:00 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Featured speakers Liisa Penner, Suenn Ho, and Dr. Chelsea Vaughn will be looking at 
early Chinese American history in Astoria, Oregon.  

In November, the Pacific Northwest will host its long-awaited ceremony for the Congressional Medal of 
Honor Ceremony for Chinese American WWII Veterans at Camp Withycombe in Clackamas, 
Oregon. More information about the ceremony is available here. In honor of this event and Veterans 
Day, PoChiMu is happy to host a free admission day for the families and community on Saturday, 
November 13, before the Sunday ceremony in Clackamas. Please find more event details below for our 

 



 

cultural programming calendar, as well as highlighted events from our neighboring non-profits in 
Chinatown.   

As we plan for the future, we will continue to follow local and state guidelines for museum protocols. The 
safety of our visitors, volunteers, and staff is of tantamount importance as we navigate reopening. Thank 
you to all who have visited us in person, shopped in our new store, attended one of our remote events, 
and supported us in one way or another. It has made a positive impact.   

Sincerely,  
Anna  
 
 

                                      SAVE THE DATES 
 

Photo by Dean Wong.   

October 9 & 10: Diana Lo Mei Hing closing weekend   

October 15 - 17: Dean Wong opening weekend   

October 30: Hidden Histories   

November 11 & 12: Veterans Day at the Museum  

December 1: Holiday Season at PoChiMu begins with new gifts every week 

February 5 -7: Dean Wong’s final weekend with special event at the MAC Club 

February 11: Carey Wong’s exhibition The World Transformed opens  



 

February 12: PoChiMu's Lunar New Year Celebration  

UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENTS 

 

 
            Lan Su Chinese Garden  

Visitor hours: Thursday-Tuesday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.  
239 NW Everett, Portland, OR 97209  

Poetry at Lan Su Chinese Garden: Poetry is one of the five elements necessary for a comprehensive 
Chinese garden. Traditionally, the poetry at Chinese gardens is presented in the form of calligraphic 
inscriptions. In october, join Lan Su to hear poetry come alive during readings and Q&A sessions with 
prolific Pacific Northwest poets. Please find more information here.  

In observation of World Mental Health Day, The Garden, the Garden office, and Tao of Tea (Lan Su 

location) are closed on Sunday, October 10th and Monday, October 11th to give staff and volunteers 
dedicated time for self-care. To learn more about this decision, please view Elizabeth’s KGW interview 
here.  

Japanese American Museum of Oregon  
New visitor hours: Fridays-Sundays, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.  
By reservation only: Call 503-224-1458 for reservations  
411 NW Flanders St, Portland, OR 97209  

The Japanese American Museum of Oregon and Minoru Yasui Legacy Project have just announced 
the 2022 Minoru Yasui Student Contest. Organized by the Minoru Yasui Legacy Project and the Japanese 
American Museum of Oregon, the Minoru Yasui Student Contest is open to high school and middle school 
students and offers them the timely opportunity to explore how people can stand up to racism and 
discrimination. In the process, they will learn about the life and legacy of Minoru Yasui, the only Oregonian 
to have been awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom. Please check here for more details.   



 

Oregon Jewish Museum and Center for Holocaust Education  
Hours: Wednesday – Saturday: 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.   
724 NW Davis Street, Portland, OR 97209  

Join OJMCHE curator Melissa Martens Yaverbaum as she interviews Annelise Heinz, the author of 
Mahjong: A Chinese Game and the Making of Modern American Culture. Together they’ll explore the 
Jewish American roots of the game, as well as its complicated and unpredictable journey. This event is co 
sponsored by the Yiddish Book Center, the Museum of Jewish Heritage, and the Oregon Jewish Museum 
and Center for Holocaust Education.Please register here.  
 
Artists Repertory  
 
The Artists Repertory Theater features the incomparable Barbie Wu headlining in The Chinese Lady. 

We invite Board, members, staff, and community of PoChiMu to attend with us on November 7th with a 
special discussion group shortly after. Please save the date and watch for detailed announcements.   
 
 

IN MEMORIAM  
 

The Museum mourns the loss of the following members of our community:  

John Jung, PhD, born April 2, 1937 Macon, Georgia, died July 26, 2021 (aged 84 years) Cypress, 

California. Clinical psychology professor. Researcher, writer and blogger on Chinese American 

history. Leaves a legacy of educating others on the Chinese American experience and Asian 

American history most of us never learned in school. Good friend of the Portland Chinatown Museum.  

Fred Cheong Lee, born November 10, 1924 in Portland's old Chinatown, died August 12, 2021 (aged 

96), Willamette National Cemetery, Portland, Oregon. World War II US Army and cartographer for General 

Patton. Recipient of the Chinese American Veterans WWII Congressional Gold Medal. Retired from US 

Army Corps of Engineers. Chinese community elder.  

Anita Claire Leo, born September 16, 1931, died Septemer 7, 2021 (aged 89), Lincoln Memorial, 

Portland, Oregon. Jade West restauranter, Chinese Oldtimers of Portland committee member, Chinese 

community elder.  

YOUR GREAT IDEA  

A possible program? A collection to donate? A fundraising idea? Let us know! We value and 

welcome your input on how we can continue to provide great programming and resources for 

our community. If you would like to share an idea, please contact us 

at info@portlandchinatown.org. 

 
 
 



 

 
SUPPORT THE MUSEUM  

The Museum relies on the support of donations to ensure that we can continue to exist as a 
community and cultural resource.  If you would like to consider making a contribution to 
support the Portland Chinatown Museum's ongoing programs and operations, please visit 
our donate page or memberships page.  

Copyright © 2021 Portland Chinatown History Foundation, All rights reserved.  

Our mailing address is:  
Portland Chinatown History Foundation  

PO Box 2925  
Portland, OR 97208  

Portland Chinatown Museum is located at:  
127 NW Third Ave.  
Portland, OR 97209  

Hours: Thurs - Sun 12:00-5:00 PM  
 


