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DIRECTOR'S CORNER

Dear Members,

The world has turned upside down, but your Museum is still upright. In this first full-length newsletter, you'll
find ample evidence of the will to survive and endure that has been the hallmark of generations of Chinese

immigrants to Oregon and of the Museum’s own history. In addition to writing multiple grants to sustain

our museum’s operations and programs, we have formed a Reopening Task Force to determine when and

how to reopen the Museum to our members and the public. We are also part of a discussion group of
eight major Portland museums whose shared goals and best practices put employee, volunteer, and

visitor well-being and safety first.

Be assured that when we welcome you back into the Museum, we’ll have trained staff and thoroughly
clean physical space which will provide comfort and support. Anything less would not be worth doing. In

the meantime please share your thoughts with us and stay tuned for the next installment. There are

surprises in store.

With gratitude for your continuing and generous support,

Jackie Peterson-Loomis PhD

Executive Director



WHAT'S NEW

Staff Additions

Linda Rondinelli has been serving as PCM's part-time Interim
Director of Development & Marketing since February 2020, and
has been a volunteer since November 2019. She moved to
Portland with her husband and two-year old son last summer. She
previously worked as the Director of Development in Northern CA
for UCLA, and prior to that at the Fowler Museum at UCLA. She

currently serves on the Board of the Association of Fundraising

Professionals, Oregon & SW Washington Chapter.

Kapi’olani Lee joins the Portland Chinatown Museum as the new
Visitor Services and Digital Operations Assistant. In addition to
welcoming visitors when the museum reopens, she will be helping
to create digital content for the museum’s virtual spaces, as well
as developing additional arts and Asian American heritage

education curriculum for K-8 students.




Originally from Seattle, Washington, Kapi'olani began her career
as a practicing filmmaker and arts educator for a wide variety of
non-profit community organizations in the San Francisco Bay
Area. She moved to Portland two years ago, and is currently a
Youth Media Fellow for The Alliance of Media Arts + Culture. One
of her favorite films is Wayne Wang’s Chan is Missing, and she is
very happy to be supporting the celebration and preservation of

Portland Chinatown’s rich history.

Other Staff and Board News

Congratulations to our Collections Assistant Thatcher Wirtz who has been admitted to the graduate
program in Museum Studies at the University of Washington beginning in Fall 2020. He will continue to

work for PCM as his time permits.

A huge thank you to our outgoing Visitor Services Manager, Grace Kirshmeier, and to our three Reed
College Work Study students. We wish them continuing good health and success in their future

endeavors.

Congratulations and welcome to our new Board Directors, Dr. Paul Tseng and Dr. Patrick Lee, and to our
new slate of Officers for 2020-21: Harris Matarazzo, President; Sarah Chung, Vice President and

Treasurer; and Tracy Quan, Secretary.

Didn't catch the recent broadcast of Asian Americans? You can stream all five episodes

at hitps://www.pbs.org/show/asian-americans/.



Free ZOOM Roundtables for Members this Summer

PCM will be hosting a series of bi-weekly virtual Community Roundtables throughout the summer that will
feature topics and themes centered in Asian American history, arts, and contemporary experience. Our
first virtual Community Roundtable on Saturday, May 23rd will be a moderated discussion of the new PBS
five-part documentary, Asian Americans. On Saturday, May 30th, we will discuss anti-Asian/Asian
American rhetoric and verbal/physical assaults against Asian Americans during COVID-19, and how we

can respond as a community.

May 23 Asian American PBS Series Discussion 10:30 AM — 12:00 PM
May 30 Anti-Asian Targeting Discussion 10:30 AM — 12:00 PM

Please register to attend or speak if time allows at info@portlandchinatown.org

ON THE HORIZON

Photo courtesy of Dean Wong, Seattle photographer and writer.

CREATING THE VIRTUAL MUSEUM

New Website Being Designed by Bryan Potter Design
Our website will have a stunning new look very soon! We are working hard with the team at

Bryan Potter Design to create a more user-friendly and informative website.



New features will include a multimedia home page, virtual educational resources, and the

ability to schedule visits and tours.

Chinatown Live: Video Heritage Production Project
We are excited to be developing our first documentary project featuring Portland
Chinatown history told by local Chinese American narrators. Chinatown Live is a first series
of compelling 3 minute documentary shorts to be shown on our website and YouTube
channel beginning in Fall 2020. Subsequent documentary videos will focus on local
contemporary Asian American artists as well as profiles of Oregon's Asian American

communities today.

Social Media Re-Launch
Starting June 1st, we will be adopting a new Social Media strategy in order to provide our

visitors and members with more engaging and consistent museum-related content. If you

have ideas for what we should post, email kapiolani@portlandchinatown.org.

Virtual Contemporary Asian American Arts at PCM

Beginning with the artworks of Diana Lo Mei Hing, whose exhibition of abstract multimedia
paintings and photographs is installed in our Front gallery, PCM’s new website coming in
July will provide links to videos, interviews, and slideshows of our current, past, and future

exhibitions and performances by Asian American artists.

RESCHEDULED OR POSTPONED
SUMMER-WINTER EXHIBITIONS
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Muralist Alex Chiu. Photo courtesy of the artist.



The Portland Chinatown Museum had planned a full schedule of exhibitions and programs for 2020. Due
to COVID-19 and uncertainties about when we will be allowed to reopen, we have had to postpone, with

the hope of rescheduling, the following exhibitions and performances:

Alex Chiu, Past, Present and Future of Chinatown
Portland-based muralist will create a three-part mural on the NW Third Avenue side of the
Museum. POSTPONED UNTIL 2021.

Asian American Artist Residencies
Museum visitors will be invited to watch art works in progress in the front gallery by
four local Asian American artists participating in week-long residencies, curated by
PCM Art Advisor, Horatio Law, and including Alex Chiu and Diana Lo Mei Hing.
POSTPONED UNTIL LATE SUMMER OR FALL 2020.

Dean Wong, West Coast Chinatowns at Risk
An exhibition of 22 new photographs and text by well known Seattle Chinatown

photographer and journalist. Public Programs include talks, panels, and film screenings

about the changing face of western Chinatowns. POSTPONED TO LATE SUMMER OR

FALL 2020.

Early 20th century depiction of Portland's Chinatown by artist Bue Kee. Watercolor, circa 1930. Courtesy
of Dan Kee Family.

Bue Kee: Early Chinatown Artist

A retrospective exhibition of the early 20" century work of Portland Chinatown artist Bue

Kee, b. 1893. In collaboration with the Hallie Ford Museum, the Portland Art Museum and
the Dan Kee Family. MAY BE POSTPONED UNTIL 2021 AND MOUNTED VIRTUALLY IN
FALL 2020.



Lauren Yee, The Great Leap
An enhanced staged reading of one of Yee's most popular plays, directed by Desdemona

Chiang. LIKELY TO BE POSTPONED UNTIL 2021.

YOUR HELP

Join Our Sustainers Circle or Sponsor a 2020 Exhibit or Program There

are many ways you can help PCM during these uncertain times besides renewing your Museum
membership or purchasing a membership for an interested relative or friend. In December 2019, the
Museum launched a new Sustainers Circle with the goal of helping the Museum build a stable financial
future. Annual Sustainers Circle donations of $5,000 or $2,500 will be used only towards the Museum’s
basic operating expenses (which continue even through the doors are closed) and include rent,

utilities, taxes, insurance, security and cleaning services.

We are also seeking support and sponsorship for upcoming programs and exhibitions.Take a look at the
exceptional exhibitions and programs we have planned in the list above and consider lending your name

as a major sponsor to one of them.

If you are interested in more information about Sustainers Circle or Exhibition sponsorship, please

contact Jackie@portlandchinatown.org_at 503-724-2399. If you are interested in becoming a member, or

renewing a current membership, please go to https://www.portlandchinatownmuseum.org/membership.

YOUR GREAT IDEA

A Possible Program? A Collection to Donate? A Fundraising Idea? Let us know! We value and welcome

your input on how we can continue to provide great programming and resources for our community. If you

would like to share an idea, please contact us at info@portlandchinatown.org.

UNTIL NEXT MONTH

Stay Safe, Stay Well, Wash Your Hands!
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