
 

 

 

October 11, 2021 
 
Dear Mayor Wheeler, City Commissioners Hardesty, Mapps, Rubio and Ryan,  
Chair Kafoury, County Commissioners Pederson, Jayapal, Meieran and Stegmann: 
 
We, the leaders of the four cultural organizations based in or near Portland’s Old Town, are 
writing to put on the record our profound concerns regarding the rapidly deteriorating conditions 
in our neighborhood and to demand immediate action to safeguard our visitors, staff and 
volunteers. 
 
We have each had personal conversations with you or participated in the calls and group 
discussions convened by your staff over the last several months. We’ve shared accounts of 
flagrant drug dealing, fires and vandalism, verbal and physical threats as well as actual assaults.  
 
Old Town and the New Chinatown/Japantown Historic District was once home to the largest 
population of Cantonese-Chinese outside of San Francisco and one of the two Japantowns in 
Portland. Jewish merchants managed and owned businesses in the neighborhood. Our four 
organizations were founded to preserve an important part of Portland’s history and to celebrate 
the diversities of our city. Local government’s inability to protect this neighborhood disrespects 
this history. 
 
What’s more, as organizations dedicated to giving voice to those who have suffered 
discrimination and indignity, it is particularly difficult to recognize and respond to the crisis of 
humanity unfolding around us daily. 
 
It’s past time for you to take the necessary action to fix the city we all love. We ask that you 
personally meet with us by no later than October 22, 2021, to discuss your commitment to lead 
and the specific actions you support for Old Town. We need to hear the city’s plans for adding 
police and combatting rising crime and we need the county to step up and deploy mental health 
professionals and services to our neighborhood, which was recently described as an “open-air 
psychiatric ward.” 
 
The frequency and severity of the vandalism, violence and mental instability has only worsened 
in Old Town over the past three to four weeks. On a single day in September, three staff 



 

 

 

members at the Lan Su Chinese Garden experienced a combination of physical and verbal 
assaults. This was just one of a list of events that prompted the difficult decision to hire 
additional security and lock the front gate. The Lan Su Chinese Garden hosts 2,000 visitors each 
week and cannot honestly assure their health and safety under current conditions. 
 
Each of the four organizations represented in this letter faces similar dangers.  Our organizations 
face costly and consequential choices if the situation does not improve. We remain dedicated to 
exploring and elevating the rich history, diversity and cultural and civil rights struggles within 
our city, state and region. We represent the heart and hope of Portland. Right now, our hearts 
are broken. 
 

    

Lynn Fuchigami Parks, Executive Director of Japanese American Museum of Oregon; Elizabeth Nye, 
Executive Director of Lan Su Chinese Garden; Judy Margles, Director of Oregon Jewish Museum and Center 
for Holocaust Education; Anna Truxes, Interim Executive Director of Portland Chinatown Museum 
 

  

 
Connie Masuoka, Board President of Japanese American Museum of Oregon; Raymond Cheng, Board 
President of Lan Su Chinese Garden; Jeff Mazer, Board President of Oregon Jewish Museum and Center for 
Holocaust Education; Harris Matarazzo, Board President of Portland Chinatown Museum 
 
 
 
 

Cc: 
Therese Bottomly, The Oregonian 
Helen Jung, The Oregonian 
Nigel Jaquiss, Willamette Week 
Pat Dooris, KGW 
Dan Haggerty, KGW 
Maggie Vespa, KGW 
Jeff Gianola, KOIN 
Elizabeth Dinh, KOIN 
Wayne Garcia, KPTV 
 

 
Pete Ferryman, KPTV 
Steve Dunn, KATU 
Lincoln Graves, KATU 
Kirk Johnson, New York Times 
Gov. Kate Brown 
Sen. Jeff Merkley 
Sen. Ron Wyden 
Rep. Earl Blumenauer 


